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Hearing to Consider Nominee Deb Haaland  

for Secretary of the Interior set for Feb. 23  

Washington, DC -
According to the Sen-
ate Committee on  En-
ergy and Natural Re-
sources website, the 

confirmation hearing 
for Interior Secretary 
nominee Rep. Deb 
Haaland is scheduled 
for Tuesday, Feb. 23,  

at 9:30am ET and will 
be live-streamed on the  
committee website.   

Haaland represents 

New Mexico's 1st Con-
gressional District and 
is a member of the La-
guna Pueblo, born in 
Winslow, AZ 

If confirmed by the 
U.S. Senate, Haaland 
will make history as 
the first Native Ameri-
can Cabinet secretary 
in U.S. History and 
head of the Depart-
ment of the Interior.   

If confirmed, Haaland 
will be sixth in line to 
the presidency as Inte-
rior secretary, accord-
ing to the White House.   

Biden's selection of 
Haaland to lead the 
Department of the In-

terior, was a historic 
victory for Indigenous 
leaders who cam-
paigned relentlessly to 
elevate one of their 
own to a powerful fed-
eral seat that oversees 
natural resources, 
public lands and Indi-
an affairs. 

Haaland is a favorite 
among the young, di-
verse progressive ac-
tivists who lobbied the 
Biden team and House 
Democratic leadership 
to select her over oth-
ers with closer ties to 
the Democratic Party 
establishment.   

During her short time 
in Congress, she has 

won support from 
members of both par-
ties, including GOP 
Rep. Don Young of 
Alaska, who praised 
her work as a vice 
chair on the House C 
ommittee on Natural 
Resources and de-
scribed her as a 
"consensus builder." 

She also served as the 
chair of the Subcom-
mittee on National 
Parks, Forests, and 
Public Lands.   

In November, 50  
House democrats 
signed a letter recom-
mending her for the 
Cabinet job as Secre-
tary of the Interior.  

On President’s Day, 

First Mesa residents 

woke up to a heavy 

blanket of snow; only 

to be disappointed as 

the snow quickly dis-

solved.  

Children; enjoyed 

their time outdoors 

playing in the snow, 

making snow angels 

and snowmen; while 

others enjoyed sled-

ding down the hills.  

Adults reminisced 

about the ‘gold-ole 

days’ when rain and 

snow was abundant 

and nourished the 

land and were happy 

with the brief snow 

fall.  The heaviest in 

several years.    

The land has been in a 

drought status for many 

years and the first 

heavy snow fall was a 

welcoming sight.   

Now you see it . . . . Now you don’t 

Sacred springs at 

Blue Bird Canyon 

desecrated and 

polluted 

First Mesa Village Crier Staff 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/12/17/politics/deb-haaland-makes-history/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/12/17/politics/deb-haaland-makes-history/index.html
https://www.energy.senate.gov/hearings/2021/2/hearing-to-consider-nomination-of-the-honorable-debra-haaland-to-be-the-secretary-of-the-interior
https://www.energy.senate.gov/hearings/2021/2/hearing-to-consider-nomination-of-the-honorable-debra-haaland-to-be-the-secretary-of-the-interior
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Hopi Way of Life:  Tradition, Religion and Governance  

Our Traditional Lead-

ers often talk about 

why they were in-

structed to protect and 

maintain the Hopi tra-

dition, religion and 

way of life. They now 

talk about how it is 

becoming closer to los-

ing our native way of 

life. Not only our na-

tive ways, but our lan-

guage and our physical 

identity.  

Historically, the objec-

tive of the Federal 

Government was to 

take away our Native 

culture, religion, cul-

ture and streamline us 

into the dominant An-

glo society.  Our lead-

ers were instructed to 

hold on to the Hopi 

way to save the entire 

Native American peo-

ple. The true sover-

eignty that Tribal 

Council’s claim today, 

is really our traditional 

and religious govern-

ments. Our traditional 

governments are 

unique, in that Church 

and State are one.  

During the flute dance, 

we all publicly witness 

the tiponi (sacred bun-

dle) of our Kikmongwi.  

During the initiations, 

we also witness the 

tiponi of our Katsin 

Mongwi and the Soyal 

Mongwi’s tiponi dur-

ing Soyalang  which 

many men still prac-

tice today. Some cere-

monies such as Snake 

Dance are gone since 

the Antelope Priest 

chose not to pass his 

tiponi on to his neph-

ews. At First Mesa, 

each clan holds their 

own tiponi and not 

someone from another 

clan.  Our village is 

criticized for no longer 

practicing Wuchimu. 

That ceremony was 

taken from Awatovi 

after the village was 

destroyed.  

As long as there is still 

the presence of our sa-

cred paraphernalia, 

such as tiponi’s, it is 

entirely each person’s 

acknowledgement from 

respect and religious 

obligations to accept 

that we still maintain 

the authority to declare 

our village a true tradi-

tional sovereign.  

For over the past 

twenty-four years, I 

have watched the Trib-

al Council’s failure to 

acknowledge First Me-

sa Villages as a consol-

idation, with kikmong-

wi as the leader. There 

are records and docu-

ments, that exists, of 

when the Hopi Consti-

tution was being writ-

ten and how the con-

solidation was estab-

lished by agreement of 

the Hopi & Tewa Lead-

ers at First Mesa.  

Of all tribal constitu-

tions, the Hopi Tribal 

Constitution is unique 

because it includes our 

traditional way of gov-

ernment.   

The writer of the con-

stitution, Oliver 

LaFarge explained that 

the Hopi Constitution 

can best be interpreted 

by the Hopi People.   

Today, we are in tur-

moil because we have 

allowed non-Hopi’s, 

such as Tribal Law-

yers, interpret the con-

stitution mostly to en-

hance politics.   

So how do we change 

in the middle of this 

political quagmire to 

regain our government 

for the betterment of 

our village? To best 

explain our religion 

and history of the Ho-

pi Constitution, it is 

best to explain using 

the Hopi Language.  

We are losing our lan-

guage at a fast rate.  Is 

it not too late to in-

clude in our Hopi High 

School curriculum a 

course in the Hopi lan-

guage, Hopi Constitu-

tion and Hopi history 

as a requirement to 

graduate?  

It is our children and 

grandchildren’s tradi-

tional future that is 

rapidly facing the dan-

ger of extinction. We 

must begin with our 

children to protect and 

enhance our Hopi way 

of life. We as grand-

parents can set exam-

ples by embracing our 

children, display our 

admirations and show 

our commitment to 

unity.  

Village Administrator’s Corner 

By Ivan Sidney, FMCV Administrator 

Aerial photo of First Mesa, taken by Charles Lindberg in 1929.  Although there are now more homes and Highway 264 that now 
crosses through Polacca, the area remains basically the same with no development; except for the Health Care Center and Schools.  
How are the Community Development Offices (original name before Administrations) using tribal allocations to make improvement to 
the community.   

Polacca Day 

School   

First Mesa  

Baptist Church 

First Mesa Villages 

Tewa & Sichomovi  

With years of Village Funding from the Hopi Tribe, 

Where is the Development and Improvements  
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What do Villages have 

to show after 24 years 

of tribal funding 

It is on record how much village 
allocations the village offices of 
Walpi, Sichomovi and Tewa 
have received from the Hopi 
Tribe over the past 24 years.  

Yearly Village Funding:  
$300,00 avg per village  x 3 = 
$900,000  x 24 yrs =  
$21,600,000  approximately.   
 

QUESTION:  What has been 
shown for use of the approxi-
mately $21,600,000 and are we 
better off today?  Where is the 
accountability? Were the vil-
lage boards approved by the 
Traditional Leaders according 
to the requirements of the Con-
stitution.  

In addition to the yearly village 
allocations as stated above, a 
recent report to the Hopi Tribal 
Council by Hopi Treasurer 
Wilfred Gaseoma shows fund-
ing from the CARES Act was 
made available to the Villages 
and an Expenditure Report of 
the Hopi CARES Act Commit-
tee, and amounts expended by 
First Mesa Villages as follows:  
 

CARES ACT Funds: 
First Mesa Consolidated Vlgs      
$44,673.64  
 

Walpi Village  
$356,928.00 
 

Sichomovi Village                     
$1,281,525.34 
 

Tewa Village        
$2,230,450.00 
 

YuWehloo PahKi 
$1,602,428.25 
 

It is recommended that you re-
quest a copy of this report to 
review what was purchased by 
your respective villages. It is 
your responsibility to determine 
if this funding benefits you or 
your family’s recovery  from 
COVID-19 and/or ensures pre-
vention from the coronavirus.  
It has been reported that most 
of this funding was used to pur-
chase equipment and or storage 
units and buildings.    

It has also been reported that 
the Hopi Tribe expended 
$24,240,629.51 of YOUR fund-
ing, for their own program’s 
development, aside from the 

true purpose of the funds.  

All the villages except FMCV 
signed an agreement to receive 
the funding and submit reports 
for federal audits. How are the 
audits to be conducted when the 
three villages and YuWehloo 
Pahki Community, all under 
First Mesa lands,  were never 
approved by our Traditional 
Leaders? The CARES Act fund-
ing was based on population and 
primarily to prevent and cope 
with COVID-19.  

Where was all the assistance 
this weekend when the water 
pumps failed on the Mesa. It 
took two days for our operators 
to fix the problem and restore 
the water.   

As long as I have served as 
FMCV Administrator, I have 
never witnessed one cent of-
fered by the villages to assist 
with water operations, which is 
a critical and direct service to 
the community. I have only 
heard years of criticism due to 
the Polacca wells being high in 
contaminants.  In fact, one vil-
lage refused to pay their water 
service for the year 2020, call-
ing our water arsenic water, and 
had their lawyer harass our of-
fice.  FMCV does not receive 
any funding allocations from 
the tribe and solely operates 
and maintains the cost of pump-
ing and maintaining the wells 
and water/sewer lines. It will 
finally be a reality when the 
Hopi Tribe Arsenic Mitigation 
Project (HAMP) is complete 
and will be nearly free of any 
arsenic.   

When is enough, enough?  Our 
traditional leaders never relin-
quished their sovereign authori-
ty to the government and the 
Hopi Tribal Council. The con-
stitution basically remains as it 
was approved by the Secretary 
of the Interior in 1936.  

The Kikmongwi and the Tradi-
tional Leaders now call on 
President Joe Biden to commit 
the Federal Government’s trust 
responsibility to investigate the 
years of violations.  

The government created and 
approved the constitution and 
must act to enforce the purpose 
of this federal document. Our 
Leaders stand ready to defend 
their traditional responsibility 
and the tiponi they have been 
entrusted to uphold.   

By Ivan Sidney 

FMCV Administrator 

The Hopi Tribe 

CARES Act Committee 

CRF Awards & Expenditures 

Village Report as of Dec 31 
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FIRST MESA  

CONSOLIDATED  

VILLAGES 

 

 

TRADITIONAL  
LEADERS 
 

James Tewayguna 
Kikmongwi 

Leo Lacapa, Jr.  
Soyal Mongwi 

Sam Tenakhongva 
Katsin Mongwi 

   Dickson Silas 

   Kikmongwi Spokesman 

   Albert Sinquah 

    Kikmongwi Spokesman 

   Albert Silas 

   Kikmongwi Spokesman 

 

FMCV STAFF: 

 

Ivan Sidney 

Village Administrator 

Brannon Sidney 

Accountant  

Merideth Qotswisiw-

ma Water Clerk  

Alphonso Sakeva, Jr 

Water Operator 

Joshua Huma 

Public Safety Officer 

Ramon Howato 

Public Safety Officer 

Louella Furcap 
Editor Village Crier 

 

TRIBAL COUNCIL 

REPRESENTATIVES 

 

Albert Sinquah 

Dale Sinquah 

Wallace Youvella, Sr. 

Wallace Youvella, Jr. 

 
 
PUBLICATION 
The Village Crier is 

published on the 2nd 

and 4th Monday of 

the month.  Articles, 

announcements, etc. 

are due Thursday be-

fore publication. 

 

For information call 

928-737-2670 or via 

email at:  

Lnahsonhoya@gmail.com 

First Mesa Council Representative’s Reports 

By Albert T. Sinquah 

Hopi Tribal Council, Representing FMCV 

FMCV  

Hours of Operation   

In a report to the Trib-

al Council, Tribal Em-

ployment Rights Office 

(TERO) Director Brent 

Honanie reported that 

he was concerned 

about advise given to 

him by Executive Di-

rector Dorma Sahne-

yah, advising him not 

to charge the required 

Contractor Fees for 

work performed on 

the Hopi Reservation 

by contractors.  

Honanie informed 

Council that the Reve-

nue Commissioner 

was also given the 

same advise.   

The information re-

ported was very con-

cerning to the Council 

as the TERO office and 

Office of the Revenue 

Commission are 

bound by an Ordi-

nance enacted by the 

legislative council.   

An ordinance is a law 

that cannot be 

changed by any indi-

vidual or persons; ex-

cept through a  Reso-

lution approved by the 

Council.  Disregard for 

the law, can have seri-

ous consequences.  

Council discussed the 

issue at length and a 

motion was made and 

approved, requesting 

the two Department 

Directors provide a 

full written report to 

the Council.   

The concern is to as-

sure that Tribal Ordi-

nances were not com-

promised, causing a 

loss of funds/fees paid 

to the Hopi Tribe by 

contractors. 

As a representative of the Hopi Tribal Council, 

I was appointed to serve on the Hopi Tribal 

Housing Authority (HTHA) Board of Commis-

sioners (BOC).  

Recently, I was appointed to the position of 

Chairman of  the HTHA Interim BOC and my 

nomination was fully ratified, by majority vote 

of the Tribal Council, on Feb. 9 

I want to encourage all village members to 

stay safe and healthy by following all estab-

lished protocols to protect yourselves and your 

families from the COVID-19 epidemic. We 

have lost too many members of our village to 

the coronavirus.    

Report by TERO Director regarding  
advise given by Executive Director 

Hopi Tribal Housing  
Authority Board of  

Commissioners  

By Albert T. Sinquah 

Hopi Tribal Council, Representing First Mesa Consolidated Villages 

Resources for  

Customers in Need 
 

APS has announced several programs are 

available to customers who need assis-

tance paying their energy bills. Qualified 

customers can receive 25% off their bill 

with our Energy Support program, and Cri-

sis Bill Assistance provides up to $800 a 

year to cover current or past-due APS bills 

aps.com/assistance 

The FMCV office is Open  for business by  
Telephone only at 928-737-2670:  

Monday — Friday :  10am-2pm    (closed 12-1)  
Customers may call-in during these days 
Open Hours to make water payments via 
credit card, or send money order via U.S. 
mail to:   FMCV, PO Box 260, Polacca, AZ  
86042.   
M.O. payments may also be placed in the 
drop box outside the door.  A receipt will 

be mailed.   

 

First Mesa Consolidated Villages 

PO Box 260    Polacca, AZ  86042 

928-737-2670     

www.firstmesaconsolidatedvillages.com 

https://www.aps.com/sitecore modules/Web/EXM/RedirectUrlPage.aspx?ec_eq=S3ij1q3wUMbruUYaNItq9lWI48vAGo5xipMQfXrAaFG6aAFh%2b8hkhcbIdaGbtecyk4cg45qTaE%2b7UU0tE%2fY7yLmBfoeidSw4MDp3rXNvh%2fdW6iwwhVsm%2fOVyqc7ia94DZlGdOC8bCGRgm%2fDB9Bp5S37%2fhJbqVzG78vpDM0
https://www.aps.com/sitecore modules/Web/EXM/RedirectUrlPage.aspx?ec_eq=S3ij1q3wUMbruUYaNItq9lWI48vAGo5xipMQfXrAaFG6aAFh%2b8hkhcbIdaGbtecyk4cg45qTaE%2b7UU0tE%2fY7yLmBfoeidSw4MDp3rXNvh%2fdW6iwwhVsm%2fOVyqc7ia94DZlGdOC8bCGRgm%2fDB9Bp5S37%2fhJbqVzG78vpDM0
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The Hopi Health Care Center (HHCC),  located in First Mesa was built 
as an ambulatory care unit, not an inpatient care hospital.  HHCC cur-
rently  serves approximately 7,000 people from both the Hopi and Nav-
ajo tribes and is now in need of renovation and expansion.   

In Oct. 2020, a Request for Qualification (RFQ) was posted through 
public notice requesting bids from qualified companies to “provide con-
struction services inclusive of commissioning and construction phase 
services for proposed renovation and expansion to the existing Hopi 
Health Care Facility.”  The deadline for RFQ’s was Dec. 22, 2020 and 
review and awarding of the Bids will commence soon.   

The areas to be renovated and/or expanded include the Outpatient clin-
ic, the Emergency Department (ER), Pharmacy, Laboratory and Admin-
istrative Offices.  The project will include demolition, landscaping park-
ing and widewalk improvements at certain locations.   

A story on the HHCC renovation and expansion project will be posted in 
the March 8 edition of the Village Crier…. Stay tuned.     

First Mesa Village Crier Staff 

Hopi Health Care Center 

Renovation and Expansion 

Project  

Hopi Health Care Center     
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Hopi Tribe Department of Health Services  

COVID-19 Emergency Response Report 

Kykotsmovi, AZ- February 16, 2021 

With the vaccine out now for distri-

bution across the country for sever-

al weeks, Americans are getting 

antsy thinking about returning to 

some semblance of normalcy. The 

thought of dining indoors, return-

ing to work, and hanging out with 

friends in social spaces- and doing 

it all without a mask- sounds fun, 

but health experts continue to em-

phasize that we can’t live without 

face coverings just yet. Echoing 

their warnings, Anthony Fauci, 

MD, director of the National Insti-

tute of Allergy and Infectious Dis-

eases (NIAID), says that you'll still 

need to wear a mask after you get 

both shots of the vaccine.  

The vaccine is a powerful tool in 

preventing the spread of COVID-19, 

but it's not perfect. Fauci said that 

people who get the vaccine need to 

remember that you "could be pre-

vented from getting the clinical dis-

ease and still have the virus that is 

in your nasopharynx because you 

can get infected." That would mean 

you'd be able to pass the virus on to 

others. While the vaccine will likely 

protect you from getting sick and 

experiencing intense side effects 

from COVID-19, Fauci wants people 

to remember that if you're walking 

around without a mask on, you 

could pick up the virus and poten-

tially be a carrier. And you could 

still get sick yourself. Fauci said the 

vaccine is 94 to 95 percent able to 

prevent "clinically recognizable dis-

ease," so the chances of seeing any 

COVID-19 symptoms once you're 

vaccinated are minimal.  

Here is a quick overview of the 

COVID-19 statistics on a national, 

state, and local level:   As of Febru-

ary 16, 2021: 

 The United Sates now has approxi-

mately 27.54 million confirmed pos-

itive cases with 102,004 new cases 

and over 485,070 deaths reported.  

Over 801,055 confirmed positive 

cases now exist in Arizona. Of 

those, close to 15,301 are in Navajo 

County alone.  

The Hopi Health Care Center has 

tested over 8,583 patients to this 

date. Over 1,350 of those tests at 

Hopi Health Care Center came 

back positive with 978 from Hopi 

Tribal members. Tuba City Region-

al Health Care Corporation report-

ed 257 positives for Hopi Villages 

with a combined number of 1235 

positive Hopi Tribal members.  

The information below provides a 

glimpse of the current numbers in 

those respective villages.  

PREVENTION:  

Watch for symptoms. People with COVID-19 have had a wide range of 

symptoms reported – ranging from mild symptoms to severe illness.  

Symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure to the virus. People with 

these symptoms or combinations of symptoms may have COVID-19:  

• Cough  

• Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing  

• Or at least two of these symptoms:  

• Fever  

• Chills  

• Repeated shaking with chills  

• Muscle pain  

• Headache  

• Sore throat  

• Congestion or runny nose  

• Nausea or vomiting  

• Diarrhea 

• New loss of taste or smell 
 

Children have similar symptoms to adults and generally have mild illness.  

This list is not all inclusive. Please consult your medical provider for 

any other symptoms that are severe or concerning to you.  

The information presented, by villages, is released by the Hopi Depart-

ment of Health & Human Services, and the data shown reflects patients 

tested at the Hopi Health Care Center and at the Tuba City Regional 

Health Care Corporation specifically on Hopi tribal members. The data 

from Lower and Upper Munqapi is consolidated until specific data can 

be re-verified. (+) number decreased due to individual being identified 

from another village. The community of residence for one Hopi Tribal 

member who tested positive at HHCC is in the Phoenix metropolitan 

area. The community of residence for four Hopi Tribal members who 

tested positive at HHCC is in Winslow. The data here does not include 

all state-wide data from other facilities such as Flagstaff, Winslow,  

Phoenix or other hospitals.  

 

*Note: These data include newly added testing results from the Abbott 

ID NOW machine since April 20, 2020  

** A total of 1235+ individuals who tested positive are members of the 

Hopi Tribe.  

+ Includes Village member(s) retested positive  
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Navajo tribal members  

selected for key positions 

in Biden Administration 

Courtesy reprint Navajo-Hopi Observer 

Indian Country Today. 
A century ago, the ap-
pointment of the feder-
al government's Indian 
Commissioner and lo-
cal Indian agents were 
still a big deal.  

Gradually, though, 
presidents spent less 
and less time thinking 
about American Indi-
ans. More and more of 
policy was delegated to 
Congress, the courts, 
and the Interior De-
partment. This year 
perhaps it's worth con-
sidering what a country 
knows about its Indige-
nous people.  

On April 29, 1994, Pres-
ident Clinton became 
the first President to 
invite the leaders of all 
federally recognized 

Tribes to the White 
House. He said, at the 
time, he pledged to 
work with tribal leaders 
to establish a true gov-
ernment-to-government 
partnership.  

To put it in a bigger con-
text, the Obama admin-
istration kind of reached 
new heights. They start-
ed a Tribal Nations 
Conference that hap-
pened every year and 
had direct consultation 
with the tribes in a way 
that was unprecedent-
ed. And so they set the 
bar really high.  

The Trump administra-
tion rolled back most of 
that and either not 
done the same sort of 
level of discourse with 
tribes or just ignored 

tribes. Where the 
Trump administration 
has put most of its en-
ergy is into the resource 
extraction issues and 
working with the tribes 
that have coal and oil, 
for example.  

When we are students, 
most of us learn about 
city, county, state gov-
ernment. But what we 
don't learn is how 
tribes fit into our na-
tional system. Treaties, 
and tribal sovereignty, 
are complicated con-
cepts that we hear 
about later, most often 
in news stories that 
involve conflict over 
jurisdiction, natural 
resources or some oth-
er potent issue. Some-
thing to think about on 
this holiday. 

WASHINGTON – The Department 

of the Interior announced today 

that it will host initial consultations 

with Tribal leaders next month. In 

addition to honoring and strength-

ening the nation-to-nation relation-

ship, these steps will help ensure 

that future White House and Interi-

or efforts at addressing the four 

converging crises of our time – 

COVID-19, economic security, ra-

cial justice and climate change – 

are inclusive of Tribal Nations’ pri-

orities and recommendations.  

Today’s actions open a new chap-

ter with Tribal governments fol-

lowing President Biden’s January 

26 memorandum, which noted 

that respect for Tribal sovereignty 

and self-governance, fulfilling Fed-

eral trust and treaty responsibili-

ties to Tribal Nations, and regular, 

meaningful and robust consulta-

tion with Tribal officials are of the 

utmost priority for the Administra-

tion. Interior has invited federal 

agencies to send representatives to 

listen to the sessions to inform 

how they might facilitate their own 

agency-specific consultations. 

“Honoring our nation-to-nation 

relationship with Tribes and up-

holding the trust and treaty re-

sponsibilities to them are para-

mount to fulfilling Interior’s mis-

sion. Meaningful consultations en-

sure we center Tribal voices as we 

address the health, economic, ra-

cial justice and climate crises — all 

of which disproportionately im-

pact American Indians and Alaska 

Natives,” said Ann Marie Bledsoe 

Downes, Interior’s designated 

Tribal Governance Officer and 

Deputy Solicitor for Indian Affairs. 

Interior will notify all federally rec-

ognized Tribes of the consultation 

series today, and shared additional 

guidance to kickstart and facilitate 

a productive, meaningful process. 

Interior will hold four tribal con-

sultation sessions in March to hear 

Tribal leaders’ suggestions for fed-

eral policy and departmental ac-

tions, including identifying addi-

tional best practices to improve 

consultation and fortify Interior’s 

relationship with Tribal govern-

ments. The sessions will be con-

ducted by Indian Affairs’ Office of 

Regulatory Affairs and Collabora-

tive Action via teleconference with 

Tribes in each of the Bureau of In-

dian Affairs’ 12 regions: 

Monday, March 8 (2:00-5:00 p.m. 

ET): Great Plains, Midwest and 

Rocky Mountain Regions 

Wednesday, March 10 (10:00 am-

1pm ET):  Eastern, Eastern Okla-

homa and Southern Plains Regions 

Wednesday, March 10 (2:00-5:00 

p.m. ET): Navajo, Southwest and 

Western Regions 

Friday, March 12  (2-5 p.m. ET): 

Alaska, Northwest & Pacific Regions 

The deadline for written com-

ments on the consultation series is 

12 p.m. ET on March 19. Com-

ments can be submitted at consul-

tation@bia.gov. 

 Dept of Interior announces 

initlal tribal consultations  

FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. — Former state 

representative Arlando Teller and 

Wahleah Johns have been selected 

for positions in the Biden-Harris 

administration and a Navajo wom-

an, Jasmine Blackwater-Nygren 

was appointed by the Apache 

County Board of Supervisor’s to fill 

Teller’s seat. 

Armando Teller will serve as depu-

ty assistant secretary for tribal af-

fairs for the U.S. Department of 

Transportation. 

“I am really grateful for this oppor-

tunity, but know that I’m not doing 

this alone,” Teller said. “There are 

mothers across many tribal nations 

that are hoping I listen to them and 

heed their concerns about school 

bus routes, bridges and the airports 

that fly community members in 

and out of rural communities 

throughout America.” 

Teller said part of his work will be 

assuring tribal transportation is-

sues are heard, as well as advocat-

ing for funding. 

“I am very excited and extremely 

honored,” he added. 

Teller resigned from his office as a 

state representative in Arizona af-

ter just being elected to a second 

term in November’s election. 

Teller is currently undergoing ori-

entation and will work remotely 

until it is safe to relocate to Wash-

ington, D.C. 

Wahleah Johns was selected to 

head the U.S. Office of Indian En-

ergy Programs and Policy.  She is 

the co-founder and director of Na-

tive Renewables, a company that 

brings solar energies to Native 

American homes and trains Navajo 

solar installers. She’s also been a 

community organizer and advocate 

for water protection, and economic 

and environmental justice. She is 

also the chairwoman of the Navajo 

Green Economy Commission. 

Johns grew up on and near the 

Navajo reservation, where about 15 

percent of homes lack piped water 

and 10 percent lack electricity. 

Without power lines, families on 

the reservation rely on batteries 

and gas generators. Johns said 

families can pay anywhere from 

roughly $150 to $700 a month just 

on fuels, depending on the season. 

“And usually in the winter, it’s 

more,” she said. 

The Office of Indian Energy’s 2020 

budget was $22 million. The 

Trump administration requested 

only $8 million for its 2021 budget. 

The office has a staff of seven peo-

ple, with three in Washington, 

D.C., and two each in Golden, Colo-

rado, and Anchorage, Alaska. 

To provide services to the nation’s 

574 tribes, the office works to pro-

mote Indian tribal energy develop-

ment, efficiency and use, reduce or 

stabilize Indian tribal energy costs, 

strengthen Indian tribal energy in-

frastructure and electrify Indian 

land, housing and businesses. 

Jasmine Blackwater-Nygren was 

appointed to serve as a member of 

the Arizona House of Representa-

tives, representing District 7, which 

includes a large portion of the Nav-

ajo Nation. 

“We always tell our young Navajo 

people to get their education and 

help our people, and that’s what 

Rep. Blackwater-Nygren is doing,” 

said Navajo Nation President Jona-

than Nez. “As the legislative ses-

sion continues in Arizona, we are 

looking forward to working with 

her on many issues.” 

Blackwater-Nygren resides in Red 

Mesa, Arizona. She is Hashtł’ishnii 

and born for Áshįįhi. Her maternal 

grandfather’s clan is Nooda’i dine’e 

tachiinii and her paternal grandfa-

ther’s clan is Bitahnii. She will fill 

the seat vacated by Teller. 

“Ahe’hee’ to everyone who has sup-

ported my appointment to this po-

sition. I am humbled to be your 

Arizona House of Representative. I 

look forward to working with the 

people of LD7,” said Blackwater-

Nygren following the appointment 

by the Apache County Board of Su-

pervisors. 

Blackwater-Nygren earned a bach-

elor’s degree from Stanford Univer-

sity and a Juris Doctor from Arizo-

na State University, and recently 

passed the Arizona Bar Association 

exam. She has worked at the grass-

roots level with the Red Mesa 

Chapter as well as an employee 

with the Navajo Nation Legislative 

Branch and Judicial Branch. 

Presidents once spent time thinking 

about Native people in this country 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/26/memorandum-on-tribal-consultation-and-strengthening-nation-to-nation-relationships/
https://www.doi.gov/sites/doi.gov/files/framing-paper-consultation-with-tribes.pdf
https://www.indianaffairs.gov/as-ia/raca
https://www.indianaffairs.gov/as-ia/raca
https://www.indianaffairs.gov/as-ia/raca
mailto:consultation@bia.gov
mailto:consultation@bia.gov
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Hopi Food  

Handler Cards 
The Hopi Public Health Compli-

ance Program (PHCP) and the In-

dian Health Service (IHS) Office of 

Environmental Health have ceased 

all onsite food handler training in 

Hopi villages and communities.  

Only the IHS online Food Handler 

training is available at: http://

www.ihs.gov/foodhandler. 

Once an individual takes the 

online training and passes the test, 

a certificate is sent to their email 

address.  This email with the cer-

tificate attached can be forwarded 

to:  msahneyah@hopi.nsn.us.  Pre-

viously he PHCP issued hard copy 

cards for those who successfully 

passed food handler training.  

However, with staff currently tele-

working, Hopi Food Handler cards 

will not be issued until normal ser-

vices resume.   

A temporary means of addressing 

Hopi Food Handler cards is in 

place.  Upon receipt of an IHS 

Online Certificate, the PCP will 

issue a Hopi Food Handler card 

number as a memo until an official 

hard copy card can be printed.  All 

requests for Hopi Food Handler 

card replacements are also includ-

ed and addressed with a tempo-

rary memo. 

Only requests made by email will be 
processed until further notice.  
Please include your mailing address 
with all requests.  For questions, 
you may call (928) 497-1967. 

Picking Up the Pieces 

There is Life Beyond Loss 

 

Grief Support Group 

When:  1st &3rd Tuesday of the month (Effective March 2  

Time:   3-4pm 

Where: Tele-Health Conference 

Sponsored by: Hopi Tribe Behavioral Health Services 

 

Members of the committee may participate in 
person or online. The committee will follow 
guidelines developed in consultation with the 
Office of the Attending Physician and the Sen-
ate Rules Committee to protect the health of 
members, staff, and the public. This includes 

maintaining six-foot social distance spacing in 
the hearing room. Pursuant to this guidance, 
Senate office buildings are not open to the pub-
lic other than official business visitors and cre-
dentialed press at this time. Accordingly, in-
person visitors cannot be accommodated at 

this hearing. 

The hearing will be webcast live on the com-
mittee’s website, and an archived video will be 
available shortly after the hearing is complete. 
Witness testimony will be available on the web-
site at the start of the hearing. 

Using tele-health conference process we will further 

explore the cycles & tasks of grieving and unfold the 

many feelings we experience while grieving. Some-

times it helps to share feelings with others who un-

derstand. YOU ARE NOT ALONE IN YOUR GRIEF. 

Confirmation Hearing for Deb Haaland to be the Secretary of the 

Interior will be held on Tuesday, February 23, at 9:30am in Rm 

SD366 of the Dirksen Senate Office Building in Washington, DC 

http://www.ihs.gov/foodhandler
http://www.ihs.gov/foodhandler
mailto:msahneyah@hopi.nsn.us

