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This Month in 

Hopi History  
 

• 1519AD:  Hernando 
Cortes conquered Az-
tec Empire 

• 1906: Split  at Orayvi 

• 1962-1963 Court Opin-
ion with appeals: Dis-
trict 6 ruled to be ex-
clusively Hopi; but 
parts of the Hopi Res-
ervation established in 
1882 became a Joint 
Use  Area (about 
500,000 acres of Hopi 
land lost  
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Blessings of  rain  bring bountiful crop harvests, amidst elk and deer invasions  

Hopi Farmers Reap Harvests of Corn and Beans 

By:  Louella N Furcap 

the Village Crier Editor  

Thanks to the mois-

ture received during the 

months of June and July.  
Hopi farmers were 

thankful and elated as 

they saw their crops be-

gan to grow and now 

ready for harvest.    
For several years, the 

long drought has ham-

pered the growth of crops 

and caused frustration for 

Hopi farmers who prac-
tice dry farming and de-

pend heavily on rains.  

The drought has been ex-

tensive and the ground 

has not received any 
moisture for several years.   

This has been a good 

season and farmers are 

happy to harvest their 

crops although there 
were challenges of deer 

and elk eating their crop.   

United States Army Corps of Engineers Complete Mitigation  

Efforts for Temporary Relief of Flooding at the Polacca Wash 

The United States Army Corp of Engineers (USACE) completed mitigation efforts for temporary relief of flood 

overflow.  A channel was dug from the Polacca Bridge for approximately one quarter mile downstream 

(Southwest).                                                                                                                                                         See Story on Page 3 



A recent article in the 

Village Crier reported of 

no efforts by the Hopi 
Tribe to develop plans 

for reservation business 

development and in-

crease the yearly reve-

nue, a critical loss by the 
closure of Peabody Coal 

Company.  

A meeting was called 

by HTI, with FMCV back 

in November of 2022, to 
request for a construc-

tion yard to store equip-

ment and supplies for 

installations of fiber op-

tic cables. This was 
scheduled to begin in De-

cember, 2022 but was 

delayed and is now 

scheduled to begin in 

September of 2023 ac-
cording to Wayne Taylor, 

the local Assistant Exec-

utive of HTI located in 

Keams Canyon. 
The land set aside for 

business use was ap-

proved by FMCV and 

supplies and equipment 

were delivered. Our vil-

lage also provided space 

for the company office 
and construction water 

required to replace old 

time copper communica-

tions lines with modern 

state of the art fiber optic 
cables. The company, 

Hylan West based in the 

Phoenix area is the con-

tractor to construct the 

new fiber cable on the 
entire Hopi Reservation. 

This long-awaited pro-

ject will advance our inter-

net systems for wireless, 

tele-medicine and online 
services. These fiber optic 

lines are a must to provide 

services for our businesses 

since all business equip-

ment now uses new tech-
nology and for other fu-

ture business develop-

ments. The Hopi Reserva-

tion, upon completion, 
will finally catch up to the 

rest of the technological 

world with fiber cable.  

Our Village takes pride 

in continuing to assist 

with business develop-

ments to provide im-
proved services for our 

people. Our children in 

our schools and teachers 

will witness the improved 

services. Thanks again to 
our village leaders for 

providing the lands for all 

the needed services. It 

has been their foresight 

for their children, which 

is allowing FMCV to pro-

vide lands for use. 
The land for the estab-

lishment of the Nations 

Gas Technologies, Inc., a 

Native American owned 

company based in Navajo, 
New Mexico at First Mesa 

was approved and is now 

in the process of a federal 

lease approval. The com-

pany plans to establish 

full services for propane at 

its business site and pro-
vide local immediate de-

livery. The company has 

expressed the interest to 

prioritize hire of our local 

people to operate the ser-
vices. Another cold winter 

is predicted so the imme-

diate establishment of this 

business must be pursued.  
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Long Awaited Project to Install Fiber Optic Cables Will Advance  

Internet Systems for Telemedicine and other Online Services 

By:  Ivan L. Sidney, Administrator  

First Mesa Consolidated Villages  

Fiber Optic Cables and equipment stored at First Mesa trailer court yard 

During the recent downpour of 

rains, our office received calls 

from homeowners reporting dam-

aged driveways to their homes. 

They apparently were calling our 

local village offices and the Hopi 

Department of Transportation but 

received no responses. It was re-

ported that local village offices 

were requiring payment for the 

use of equipment purchased by 

use of CARES Act funds. 

HDOT responded that their 

program is a P.L. 93-638 Contract 

program and receives funding to 

only maintain tribally approved 

road systems.  This is understand-

able with our office, but our local 

schools must know these tribally 

approved road systems and bus 

routes and should have participat-

ed in the approval process. We 

have been receiving reports of un-

passable road conditions on BIA 

Route 10 behind First Mesa. For 

years, this road has become un-

passable especially when the 

placement of cinder on the road 

was bladed off. Our Kikmongwi 

came to our office to personally 

report the road condition and rec-

ommended the placement of grav-

el or cinder.  Residents using this 

road have experienced difficulty 

and damage to their vehicles. 

When the HAMP Project in-

stalled First Mesa Water lines 

alongside this road without the 

knowledge and approval of 

HDOT, this resulted in requiring a 

new survey and design to complete 

the construction. This is a critical 

setback to our village and especial-

ly when the HAMP project violat-

ed several approval processes. To 

date, the Hopi Tribal Council and 

Administration are silent on these 

violations, but it is their responsi-

bility for corrective actions. This 

all must be reported to the village 

and allow for questions on these 

issues. Our office will request a 

village meeting to hear from 

HDOT and the Tribal Council 

Transportation Committee. 

When our three villages were 

offered millions of dollars from 

the CARES Act funds to purchase 

equipment, our village consolida-

tion should have had proper joint 

village planning on which equip-

ment will satisfy our needs. In-

stead, each village purchased 

backhoe tractors which are pri-

marily used for preparing trench-

ing. The purchase of a road grader 

would have been the best to main-

tain our village roads year-round. 

Our office also received a re-

quest from the Hopi Jr./Sr. High 

School Transportation Department 

to repair road damages on BIA 

Route 60. Some of these roads 

should have priority for immedi-

ate repairs after foul weather con-

ditions. FMCV was able to pro-

vide some assistance to homeown-

ers without cost.      

Impassable Road Conditions on BIA Route 10 and Low Mtn Road 

By:  Ivan L. Sidney, Administrator  

First Mesa Consolidated Villages  

Unpassable road conditions  at Low Mountain Road 



First Mesa Consolidated Villages’ Special Projects Report  
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By:  Wilber Kaye, Staff Assistant  

First Mesa Consolidated Villages  

Upon completion of the temporary flood control mitigation efforts at the Polacca wash, rains hit the area and the temporary channels kept the water flowing 

downstream and deterred flood overflow.  The channel was dug from the Polacca Bridge for approximately one quarter mile downstream.     

PHOTO ABOVE: Despite the heavy rainfall, water is now flowing under Polacca bridge.    INSET: The Army Corps of Engineers and labor crew along with 

FMCV Administrator Ivan Sidney, FMCV Consultant Myron Ami and Staff Assistant Wilber Kaye celebrate flood control mitigation efforts.    

Polacca Wash 

The United States Army Corp of Engineers 

(USACE) completed the midterm mitigation for 
temporary relief of the flooding. (Short-term was the 

HESCO Barriers.) A channel was dug from the Po-

lacca Bridge for approximately one half mile down-

stream (Southwest). While the principal work is 

completed, there are a few conditions that must be 
resolved: 

- The disposition of the sediment and trash   

   piles left by ADOT. 

- The maintenance of the channel. 

- Securing vehicle access to the channel. 

- Fencing and other safety measures to prevent  
  public access to the channel. 

- When the long term mitigation phase will begin. 

First Mesa Consolidated Villages (FMCV) has 

asked the Arizona Department of Transportation 
(ADOT), the Chairman’s Office, and the Department 

of Natural Resources (DNR) for plans to address 

these issues.  To date, none of FMCV’s inquiries 

have been answered. MCV will continue to issue 

weather and flood alerts and has provided addition-
al links for Arizona weather and safety bulletins. 

FMCV has closed vehicle access to the Pilot channel 

by creating a berm. The Hopi Tribe signed an agree-

ment with USACE to maintain the channel and oth-
er services. FMCV was not part of this agreement, 

but we have taken these measures to ensure public 

safety. 

PL 93-638 

FMCV has made repeated requests to identify 
which departments within the Hopi Tribe Depart-

ment of Natural Resources (DNR) are contracted 

from the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA). To date, 

these requests have not been answered by the Hopi 

Tribe or the First Mesa Tribal Council Representa-
tives. FMCV was informed that the Hopi Tribe has 

only contracted Land Operations and their specific 

area of operation is the Hopi Partitioned Lands 

(HPL). The Water Resources program receives di-

rect funding from the BIA but is not contracted. All 

other DNR programs are tribally funded. We have 

learned that BIA Natural Resources (BIA NR) cur-

rently have projects scheduled in the HPL area, 
none within any village’s lands. 

First Mesa Erosion 

FMCV is continuing to work on mitigation for the 

Mesa erosion. FMCV initiated this project due to the 

growing concern of mesa block separation (creating 
voids, sinkholes and widening joints), landslides, 

and rockfalls. There has been little tribal or BIA in-

volvement with this project. With the initial study 

and recommendations from the United States Geo-

logical Survey (USGS) and the Arizona Geological 
Survey (AZGS), FMCV will determine best course of 

action. A public meeting to discuss priorities will be 

scheduled. (The USGS report was published in the 

FMCV Village Crier, August 15, 2023, Volume 4, 

No.12) 

Emergency Response Plan 

FMCV has taken the initiative to develop an 

Emergency Response Plan (ERP) for the community 

of First Mesa. Prior to this, FMCV met with the 

Community Service Administrators (CSA) along 
with the Department of Public Safety and Emergen-

cy Services Director (DPS & ES) and the Chairman’s 

Office regarding an Emergency Response Plan 

(ERP). This meeting did not produce any results 
other than to provide the Hopi Emergency Response 

Team (HERT) with a list of assets. Shortly after the 

meeting, FMCV provided material to the CSA’s and 

the Chairmans Office for Emergency Management 

obtained from FEMA and Navajo County to dissemi-
nate to their respective villages in lieu of an ERP. 

There were several meetings by the group since 
August 2022; this was FMCV’s first invitation and 

attendance. FMCV appreciates the Community Ser-

vice Offices’ attempt at addressing this, but it has 

been nearly a year since the Emergency Declaration 

and no plan has been produced. The Public and 
CSA’s will be given an opportunity to comment on 

the plan before its signed and approved by resolu-

tion. 

 

Rainwater Drainage 

Another concern is the rainwater/snowmelt drain-

age system throughout the community. Concrete 
drainage and gabions at the main drainage points are 

not maintained and require cleaning. FMCV submit-

ted a request to the Hopi Department of Transporta-

tion (HDOT) on March 29, 2023, in preparation of 

the monsoon season requesting maintenance of the 
system throughout the community. 

More recently, an informal report was made to 

ADOT on the condition of culverts and standing water 

along State Route 264, from mile post 390 to 392. 

Most culverts were obstructed with sediment and de-
bris. All of the culverts are corrugated metal pipes 

(CMP), about 36 inches in diameter. Only one loca-

tion had more than one pipe, but 2 of the three pipes 

were obstructed and the third was half filled with sed-

iment. We have seen some work on the drainages af-
ter heavy rains. FMCV has requested to meet with 

ADOT regarding the drainage system currently in 

place to discuss improvements, such as making slopes 

where rainwater accumulates to drain into culverts 

and replacing Corrugated Metal Pipes with Concrete 
Box Culverts or other more efficient drainage systems. 

FMCV has not received a response from either 

HDOT or ADOT if they plan to address these con-

cerns. We have brought these concerns to our Hopi 
Tribal Council Representatives but have not re-

ceived any feedback. It will take a joint effort with 

FMCV, ADOT, HDOT and other tribal departments 

to improve the current drainage system, beginning 

from the mesa to the lower elevations. Maintenance 
is a continuous process which could save lives, prop-

erty and department time, resources and expenses. 

Community 

First Mesa Consolidated Villages continues to 

work on community issues and would like public 

input on what your concerns are. Other issues in-

clude trash (household and bulk), Abandoned 
Homes (mobile and permanent) and Abandoned/

Junk Vehicles; Animal Control; Street Naming; and 

Village Restoration and Preservation. Please contact 

infofmcv@gmail.com 

                                  See more Photos  on Page 6 



Side Rock update: 
Tribal Council passed, by majority vote, Action 

Item  072-2023 DBS&A Work Order for Side Rock 
Engineering, as recommended by the Water Energy 
Committee (WEC).   The objective was  to approve a 
work order from Daniel B. Stevens & Associates 
(DBS&A) in the amount of $339,004 to procure analy-
sis, planning and engineering work to develop a water 
pipeline from Slide Rock to the villages of Moencopi. 

Discussion:  According to experts employed for 
the Little Colorado River (LCR) litigation, the wells 
located near the Villages of Moencopi, in the near 
future will not be able to produce sufficient water to 
meet the domestic water needs of the Villages.  In 
anticipation of the shortage, the tribe has drilled two 
wells at Side Rock (Grazing Unit #251).  The most 
practical way in which to convey water from wells to 
the Villages of Moencopi is by pipe.  The proposed 
work order secures the services of the Engineering 
firm of DBS&A to perform essential planning and 
engineering needs to develop the pipeline.  Cost is 
$339,004 and funds to be used are the ARPA funds. 
The total request is $339,004 with a small amount of 
excess for work orders for contingency.   Planning 
and design will determine if the HTPRC approves 
remaining $24 million. The total ARPA set aside for 
the Side Rock Project is 25 million. 

• Monthly status of the following is required thru 
email or hard copy: 

 Negotiation of ROW: Office of General Counsel 
(OGC) is taking the lead on the ROW and contin-
ues to move toward an agreement. 

 Preliminary Engineering Report (Cost):  HTC 
recently passed AI # 072-2023 for the amount of 
$339.004 to complete the study which will pro-
vide estimated costs. 

 Water Use Agreement between HUC and Moen-
kopi villages:  A meeting with Moencopi village 
will be conducted soon. 

Jennifer Hill, PE (Principal Engineer) from 
DBS&A will oversee funds and complete planning and 
design. The latest update from Hill on Aug.29, is that 
she is still awaiting a purchase order (PO) to be pro-
cessed -no work has been done.  The OGC reports 
that the PO is awaiting signatures and anticipates it 
will be processed by Friday Sept. 1, 2023.    

Hopi Utilities Corporation Grants  
WEC convened in a special meeting via zoom on Aug. 

29, 2023 where Fletcher Wilkinson from Hopi Utility 
Corporation (HUC) gave an update on the grant to pro-
vide solar power to two existing wells for the Side Rock 
project and the two new wells to be drilled using the 25 
Million ARPA set aside.  Wilkinson along with Kendrick 
Lomayestewa from the Tribes Renewable Energy Pro-
gram presented their application for a grant from the 
U.S Environmental Protection Agency, Office of the 
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund.  The name of the 
grant is “Solar for All” and has a closing date of Sept. 26, 
2023.  March 2024 is the anticipated notification of se-
lections with July 2024 anticipated awards.  Funding 
Opportunity Description (Copied from the funding no-
tice): A. Background:  Residential distributed solar gen-
eration and energy storage, including rooftop residen-
tial and residential-serving community photovoltaic 
(PV) solar and storage, reduces energy costs for Ameri-
can households, abates pollution from power genera-
tion, generates wealth and jobs for local communities, 
improves public health, and provides resilient and se-
cure power. 

The funds target disadvantaged and low income com-
munities. The Hopi reservation is listed/considered a 
disadvantage community and qualifies for the grant.   
 
NTTA Tribal Broadband Summit “Pathways 
to Success” 

Tribal Council Reps. Rosa Honani and Dale Sin-
quah, members of WEC are currently attending a 
summit hosted by Gila River Telecommunication Inc. 

The first day impressed the importance of educat-
ing a work force to install and maintain a broadband 
system and the different types of systems. We saw  

splicing optic fiber demonstrations which requires 
expensive tools requiring precise measurements and 
periodic calibration.   

I learned workforce training is not really offered in 
our present higher education system.  Many large 
Broadband companies offer training when their prod-
ucts are purchased.  There are also Broadband Boot 
Camps offered by different entities such as Tribal Re-
sources Center which facilities Fiber Boot camps. This 
particular Boot Camp offers scholarships which pay 
for training costs, transportation,  meals and lodging.   

Hopi Telecommunication CEO Carroll Onsae and 
HUC General Manager also attended the summit. 

During the “Digital Inclusion 101: Understanding 
& Increasing Digital Equity in Your Community” 
presentation, we learned the importance of  organiza-
tions such as National Digital Alliance and AMERIND 
Critical infrastructure which have a wealth of infor-
mation on digital inclusion and equity.  An important 
component of digital equity is a “Digital Navigator” 
Tyler Smith was highlighted during the presentation 
in the main conference.  He, along with a group from 
Jemez Pueblo, are Digital Navigators. 

I copied their job description form the internet.  It 
explains their purpose and the services they provide 
better than I can:  POSITION SUMMARY:  

The Digital Navigator provides individualized or 
small group assistance to community members who 
need affordable home internet service, affordable 
internet capable devices, and/or coaching in intro-
ductory digital skills in order to become effective 
home internet users. This assistance is provided pri-
marily by voice telephone but may also include 
email, text, video chat, and other communication 
methods that work for the learner. The Digital Navi-
gator’s work is part of the Jemez Pueblo Tribal Net-
work’s efforts to bridge the technology gap and eq-
uitable internet access for the community members 
of Jemez Pueblo.  This job description indicates, in 
general, the nature and levels of work, knowledge, 
skills, and other essential functions expected of the 
incumbent. It is not designed to cover or contain a 
comprehensive listing of activities, duties or respon-
sibilities required of the incumbent. Incumbent may 
be asked to perform other duties as required. 

I sat with Smith after lunch and he explained to 
me how he works with members of his tribe and 
meets them where they’re at and helps with devices 
they have.  Some people need help with phones, oth-
ers are students from elementary to higher learning 
who need help with laptops.  He meets them at 
home, phone, or at the youth and Elderly centers.  
After hearing these digital navigators I realized how 
much the HTC can use their help with our laptops 
and phones for Zoom.   

Digital Navigators are important to Broadband 
providers since it helps individual to become com-
fortable using their services and are potential cus-
tomers.  Navigators can collect data for providers to 
help them design and evaluate their systems to pro-
vide the right services for customers. 

Attending the “NTTA Tribal Broadband Summit” 
gave me insight and general understanding of what 
it takes to create Broadband services for our commu-
nity.  It gave examples of how tribes and rural com-
munities have been successful and continue to im-
prove systems to give customers what they need.  
With this knowledge I plan to see how HTC can work 
with HTI to improve our Broadband system provid-
ing Hopi Citizens the service they need and deserve.  
I know how to ask the right questions to HTI. 

 
Lower Colorado Water Negotiation  

The Navajo Water Negotiation Legal Team and 
Hopi Water Negotiation Legal Team continue to 
meet periodically.  The most recent meeting was via 
zoom on Aug. 28, 2023.  They continue to address 
issues that divide us most and make offers and coun-
teroffers to produce a product which has substance 
enough to present to HTC.  The Hopi Water Rights 
Committee continues to meet and receives updates on 
the legal team’s progress and provide direction.   

Transportation Committee Report 
Transportation Committee Chairman HTC Rep. 

Herman Honanie reported on the Transportation 
Committee’s recent trip to Region in Phoenix.  At the 
meeting they learned of the Hopi Tribal Government’s 
finances. The Hopi Tribe is behind in providing audits 
to region so the Tribe is on level 2 sanctions.   

Lorraine Walker, BIA Region, was invited to HTC 
by the Transportation Committee.  She presented in-
formation and said Hopi is currently on level 2 sanc-
tions and at the verge of reaching level 3.  Walker said 
more than likely Hopi will be placed  on level 3.   

She emphasized the importance of communicating, 
and mentioned the difficulty communicating  with 
Hopi. The Tribe must take positive measures to com-
plete it’s audits and start communicating with region.      

A letter was written By FMCV Rep. Dale Sinquah 
requesting to place this issue on the agenda for dis-
cussion and possible action. 

 
Water & Tribes Initiative/Colorado River Basin 
presentation to Tribal Council July 27, 2023 

This group was given a directive by HTC to come 
back to HTC and present a plan on what and how 
they plan on helping the Hopi Tribe in infrastructure 
for drinking water and waste water.  A zoom meeting 
on will happen with this group and departments to 
go over their proposal and present it to HTC on Sep-
tember 28, 2023. 

1.  Assist Tribe to enhance water resource capacity:  
a. Need/and or opportunity to upgrade Tribe/

Village water related infrastructure  
i.   Develop a comprehensive infrastructure plan 
ii.  Take advantage of unprecedented federal  
      funding for infrastructure projects  

b. Enhance Hopis water resources program  
i.   Provide field-based training  
ii.  Support recruitment for applicants for water- 
      related positions 
iii. Revise and update water ordinances, codes,  
      and regulations 
iv.  Support water resource planning 
b.   Clarify Hopis vision for water 
i.    Existing capacity to achieve the vision 
ii.   How to bridge any gap 

Land Commission 
The Land Commission and WEC members plan to 

drive to Clear Creek Ranch to do an onsite visit to 
land included in a proposal to create a Transporta-
tion Hub.  The Land Commission and Water Energy 
Team also intend to invite Governor Hobbs to meet 
with the Hopi Tribal Council, TBA  

First Mesa Consolidated Villages 
P.O. Box 260 

Polacca, AZ 86042 
 

928-737-2670 or Visit Us Online at:  
firstmesaconsolidatedvillages.com 
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September, the Feasting Moon is the 

month for thw Maraw tikive (Women’s so-

ciety dance). The fresh crops of corn, 

melons, vegetables, peaches and wild  

greens are picked for feasting.  Corn 

is roasted or made into fresh cornbread 

or cooked while wrapped in the green 

husk.  In addition to fresh produce, 

meat  (usually mutton) is cooked and is 

either roasted, boiled into stew or 

fried.  This is a month of happiness 

and appreciation for our crops. 

By: Dale Sinquah, Hopi Tribal Council Representative 

Representing First Mesa Consolidated Villages 

Hopi Tribal Council Water & Energy Committee Report  
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Hopi Tribal Council: 

• Action Item #070-2023 – Authorize the transfer of an estimated $5.7 

million of expenditures from the Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF) to the 

American Rescue Plan State and Local Fiscal Recovery Fund (FRF).   

      The Action Item basically requests that alleged unauthorized expenditures 

that the CARES Team spent beyond the awarded CARES amount of $85.5 
million, be replaced with American Rescue Plan Act funds awarded to the 

Hopi Tribe.  The Action Item was not acted upon, however there are many 

questions surrounding why such a large amount of funds was spent beyond 

the awarded amount.  Where were the funds pulled from to cover the unau-

thorized expenditures?  Who was responsible for the bookkeeping?  Hopi 
Tribal Council is led to believe, by the Finance Director, that because the 

U.S. Treasury changed the dates of CARES funds to be expended, led to one 

of the reasons why there was this problem.  However, the U.S. Treasury ex-

tended the date which meant that the CARES Team had more time to spend 

the funds and allow for better planning and spending.  Hopi Tribal Council 
is being asked to approve this over expenditure of nearly $6 million dollars 

be paid for by the ARPA funds, without an audit which would uncover any 

possible negligent or unauthorized acts.  The Action Item may possibly be 

revisited in Sept. 2023. 

• Action Item #083-2023 – To support and approve a new 638 Contract 

with the Bureau of Indian Affairs to fully remediate the Tuba City Dump 

(TCD) that consists of removing the entirety of the waste contents and dis-
posing of the waste at a site off the Hopi Reservation location.  The Action 

Item was Passed and approved. 

      The time to perform this task will be considerably long but to ensure it is 

properly done the necessary duration of time is needed.  The amount of 

Uranium at the TCD is approximately six times the allowable limit, which 
poses a serious safety hazard.  The Director of the Dept. of Natural Re-

sources will lead the project for the Hopi Tribe.  

• Action Item #075-2023 – To contract Walker & Armstrong, LLP, to pro-

vide accounting and audit preparation services for Fiscal Year ending Dec. 

2021.  The Action Item was Passed and approved. 

       There was much discussion and questions regarding this Action Item which 

was actually presented previously by the Finance Director and defeated.  

Now it is known that the Hopi Tribe is in Level II Sanction Status due to the 
lack of audits for years 2020, 2021 and soon to be 2022.  When the Director 

of Finance previously presented the Action Item, he did not tell the Hopi 

Tribal Council of the alarming situation that the Hopi Tribe finds itself in 

currently.  The Hopi Tribe has used Walker & Armstrong for approximately 

ten years with arguably little to no improvement in the Finance Depart-
ment.  However, due to the serious situation that the Hopi Tribe finds itself 

in with lack of audits and Level II Sanction Status, the Action Item was ap-

proved but with direction that audits are to be of the highest priority and 

completed expeditiously.  It was also expounded upon that the Hopi Tribe 

communicate with the Bureau of Indian Affairs on a constant basis to relay 
the progress of completion of audits.  

 

Investment Oversight Standing Committee: 

• Unfortunately no quorum was attained due to other members having schedule 

conflicts.  Three members present.  The next meeting is set for Sept. 11, 2023. 

 

Gaming Committee: 

• Unfortunately no quorum was attained.  Two members present.  Resched-

uled meeting set for August 30, 2023.  

• Prior to departing due to the lack of quorum, we were notified that Leader-

ship from the Tachi Yokut Tribe of the Santa Rosa Rancheria of California 

were available to inform the Hopi Gaming Committee of their ability to 

form a partnership in bringing Gaming to Hopi.  Due to the lack of a quor-
um, Vice Chair Secakuku and Rep. Youvella, Jr. were only able to listen to 

the presentation in an informal meeting, with no action taken. 

• Notes for the rescheduled meeting will not meet the deadline for this publi-

cation.  Notations will be reported in the Sept. 2023 Report. 

 

Transportation Task Team: 

• Unfortunately no quorum was attained.  Three members present.  The next 

meeting is set for Sept. 11, 2023. 

• There was a verbal report to Hopi Tribal Council on August 22, 2023.  

Transportation Task Team (TTT) Chair Honanie informed the Hopi Tribal 

Council that the TTT had met with the Bureau of Indian Affairs Officials due 

to the possibility of funds being withheld.  The TTT was notified by the Hopi 

Transportation Director, in May, with information that due to the lack of 

submittal of audits by the Hopi Tribe, there was a likelihood of funds being 
withheld from the program.   

       
 

 
 

As reported in last month’s report there was a meeting with the Transporta-

tion Task Team, HDOT, Hopi Realty, Hopi Finance Dept., and the Western 

Region Office.  During that meeting in July, Lorraine Walker gave a report 

on the status of the lack of audits by the Hopi Tribe. 

      For the August TTT Report to the Hopi Tribal Council, Chair Honanie invit-

ed Walker of the Bureau of Indian Affairs to attend and give a report as well 

as have the Hopi BIA Superintendent present.  During the report by Walker, 

it was communicated that the Hopi Tribe is currently in Level II Sanction 

Status with The Hopi Tribe being behind two years in audits.  Those years 

that Hopi has not submitted audits for are 2020 and 2021.  Hopi will be an 

additional year behind on Sept. 4, 2023 when the 2022 audit is due.  Present-

ly, the Hopi Tribe is facing the possibility of a Level III Sanction Status and 

that could be handed down at any time. 

      Level II Sanction Status does currently present some challenges for funding 

of departments at this time and departments are feeling the effects.  A Level 

III Sanction Status would be devastating to the Hopi Tribe as the BIA could 

and may begin the process of pulling back 638 Programs to the BIA.  

      The Hopi Tribal Council amended and passed Action Item #075-2023, on 

August 21, 2023, which allows Walker and Armstrong to assist the Hopi 

Tribe’s Finance Department to complete audits for 2021 and 2022 in year 

2024.  This would allow for two audits to be completed in one year, as op-

posed to just one audit per year as was requested by the Finance Dept. 

      Jim Davis, the Hopi Tribe Director of Finance, reported that the 2020 audit 

is being worked on and should be completed within the next few months.  It 

was stated by a number of Representatives and Chairman Nuvangyaoma that 

Davis and the Finance Department need to complete these audits expedi-

tiously.  Davis and/or Hopi Leadership are to communicate with the Bureau 

of Indian Affairs on a frequent basis.  

Dear Editor, 

The adaption to changing conditions is a condition of a survivalist, and that 

has been the nature of our race for hundreds of years as native people. This 
depends on the simple, yet fundamental question about attitude to cope with 

problems of the modern world. We need, above all, to see them clearly and an-

alyze them scientifically with a long term perspective in respects to our values 

and the promise to ensure our children will have a prosperous future. 

As a tribes , we own very little, our primary business is we lease almost eve-
rything. I’m going to share with you conceptually what I’m referring to when I 

talk about a large capacity of potential revenue for the adjoining but independ-

ent tribes of the Hopi and Navajo nation.  

In 1784, the first Industrial Revolution begin with steam and water, plus the 

development and use of mechanical productions. The second industrial revolu-
tion was with the development of electricity and the mass production using the 

assembly line in 1870. The third industrial revolution came in 1969 with the 

first programmable computer and the use of electronics. It was the beginning 

of the digital age, we are currently in the fourth industrial revolution with ro-

bots learning from humans. Biometric development is at the forefront of this 
next revolution, This next revolution is the birth of artificial intelligence, cyber 
technology, physical systems and applications. This is where I believe the Hopi 

and Navajo nation can begin developing the physical matter of this technical 

revolution. 

In 2021 the national news begin reporting on a metal shortage, and so alter-
native metals were being sought. One of these metals is called poly silicone. 

Poly silicone is the substance in which many of the car parts we have today are 

made of and the substance of solar panels. It is also the substance use for semi-

conductor development.  
Semiconductor development is a national security priority. Both the mili-

tary and the private sector are seeking this material and it’s raw form. It can 

run anywhere from $10-$15 per kilogram. But in its developed state, one cylin-

der of the stuff that has been developed through a process of polishing and lay-

ering, is worth $17,000 per wafer which is about 6 to 8 inches and as thin as a 
card stock paper, or a traditional business card.  

There are grants and guaranteed loans available for this program. The grant 

for this kind of enterprise includes education and Community development 

money to bring people to this industry and develop another generation to keep 

the process of production moving.  I other words,  the stuff is made of sand to 
create the crystals. The other substance is coal which is from black Mesa 
mines. Coal and sand are minerals the Navajo nation owns according to the 

1971 Supreme Court ruling. We currently have an abundance of both of this 

these raw materials right now on the Hopi and Navajo nations and we have an 

opportunity through many grants totaling in the numbers of 35 billion and 
there is guaranteed loans up to 75 billion to enter this industry that is available 

within the United States. This $400 billion industry can potentially be an in-

dustry, the Hopi and Navajo nation can develop and participate in.  

 

By:  Neal Riggs 
Navajo Nation Tribal Member 

Letter to the Editor 
Hopi Tribal Council Report 

Investment Oversight, Gaming Commit-

tee and Transportation Task Team  

By:  Wallace Youvella, Jr., Hopi Tribal Council Representative   

Representing First Mesa Consolidated Villages 

Youvella Hopi Council Report  Continued 
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Crow Canyon’s col-

laborative and inclusive 

approach means a lot to 
Indigenous people who 

come to Crow Canyon to 

develop their education 

and careers, like Ritchie 

Sahneyah, Hopi Tribe, 
Village of Tewa, Tobacco 

Clan. He served as an 

American Indian Initia-

tives intern with Crow 

Canyon in 2022 and is 
pursuing his bachelor’s 

degree in Anthropology. 

Coming to Crow Can-

yon was an eye-opening 

experience for Ritchie: 

“Growing up, I didn’t 

have much exposure to 
ancestral sites outside of 

the reservation. I knew 

about places in the 

Grand Canyon and Na-

tional Parks, but never 
knew there was a larger 

landscape beyond that, 

especially in the Mesa 

Verde region,” he shared. 

Ritchie had the op-
portunity to be part of a 

range of Crow Canyon 

activities and projects, 

including a Cultural Ex-

plorations scouting trip 
with Hopi scholars at an 

area known as The 

Lands Between, named 

for its position between 

Bears Ears and Canyons 
of the Ancients National 

Monuments. 

“We went to a few sites 

with rock art panels and 
being there, hearing their 

knowledge of different 

depictions was very in-

spiring and gave me a 

deep understanding of 
my own culture and the 

history of the area,” said 

Ritchie. “The experience 

with Crow Canyon al-

lowed me to feel connect-
ed to my culture all while 

learning how traditional 

knowledge can teach us 

so much more about the 

past, present, and future.” 
Ritchie’s experience 

has inspired him to do 

more to teach about his 

Tribe’s culture and pur-

sue studies in ethnoar-
chaeology in the South-

west region: “My experi-

ence with Crow Canyon 

helped me see how rich 

our culture is and how far 
it spreads. I want to help 

preserve that and encour-

age young people in my 

community to become 

interested and engaged in 
careers in archaeology 

and anthropology.” 

Ritchie Sahneyah Intern Finds Inspiration at Crow Canyon Due to Lack of Funding,  

Hopi Burial Assistance is 

Currently Unavailable  

In an email dated Aug. 21, 2023 to all Hopi Trib-

al employees, the following Burial Assistance 

announcement  was made:  

“It is with regret that the Hopi Department of 

Social Services announces that due to lack of 

funding, there will be no Burial Assistance avail-

able as of August 2023, until further notice.  Any 

questions, please free to contact either Verlene 

Gashweseoma, Social Services Representative at 

928-401-7156 or Lorencita Joshweseoma, Direc-

tor 928-221-4426.   

First Mesa Consolidated Villages  

Tribal Council  

Representatives REPORT Card 
 

FMCV Tribal Council Representatives are required to 

make Monthly Reports and Updates to the First Mesa 

Community.  However, due to past gathering re-

strictions, Reports are published in the Village Crier.  

Below is a recap of reports submitted by your Repre-

sentatives, beginning January 1, 2021 to Present. 

2023  

Reports 

Received 

Ivan 

Sidney 

Admin 

 

Albert 

Sinquah 

Dale 

Sinquah 

Wallace 

Youvella Jr 

January √/√ 0 √/√ √ 

February √/√√ 

√/√√ 

0 0 √ 

March √/√ 0 √ √ 

April √ √ √ √ 

May √/√ √ √ √ 

June √/√ 0 √ √ 

July √/√ √ √ √ 

August √/√ 0 √ √ 

September     

October     

November     

December     

2022  

Reports  

Ivan 

Sidney 

Admin 

 

Albert 

Sinquah 

Dale 

Sinquah 

Wallace 

Youvella Jr 

January √/√ √ √ √ 

February √/√/√ √/√ √ √ 

March √/√/√ √/√ √ √ 

April √/√/√ 0 √ √ 

May √/√ 0 √√√ √ 

June √√√√ 0 √ √ 

July √√√√ 

√√√ 

0 √ √ 

August √/√ √ √ √ 

September √/√ 0 0 √ 

October √√√√ √ 0 √ 

November √√√√ 0 √ √ 

December √√√√ 0 0 √ 

From P3, Spe-

cial Projects Re-

port Photos:   
Another concern is the 

rainwater/snowmelt 

drainage system through-

out the community. Con-
crete drainage and gabi-

ons at the main drainage 

points are not main-

tained and require clean-

ing. FMCV submitted a 
request to the Hopi De-

partment of Transporta-

tion (HDOT) on March 

29, 2023, in preparation 
of the monsoon season 

requesting maintenance 

of the system throughout 

the community. 

https://crowcanyon.org/cultural-explorations/
https://crowcanyon.org/cultural-explorations/
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As we start the 2023-2024 school 

year, please remember to follow 

all bus safety rules. Drivers, help 

keep all our kids safe by always 

stopping and never passing a bus 

when it has its lights flashing and 

stop sign out. Let's have a great 

year Hopi! 

Bus Safety  

Reminder 

 

GO BRUINS 

First Mesa  

Consolidated Villages 

 
P.O. Box 260 

Polacca, AZ  86042  

928-737-2670 

 

Firstmesaconsolidatedvillages.com 

GO BRUINS 
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First Mesa Consolidated  

Villages Water  

Payment Schedule  
 
 

August Due Date:  Sept 10, 2023 

September Due Date:  Oct. 10, 2023 

October Due Date:  Nov. 10, 2023 

November Due Date:  Dec. 10, 2023 

December Due Date:  Jan. 10, 2024 

 

$10 Late Fee imposed after due date 

We accept Master Card & VISA Card 

payments  via telephone or Money 

Order Payments via US mail or in 

drop box located outside the office.  

 

Call 928-737-2670 for Information  

   In All Things, Give Thanks 


