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• A.D. 900:  Early Hopi 

people moved into 

Grand Canyon, Black 

Mesa and Little Colo-

rado area. 

• A.D. 1100-1300:  Ho-

pi ancestors began 

moving to Hopi Mesas 

because of dependable 

springs.  

• 1598:  Juan de Onate 

arrived at Hopi in 

search of gold.  

• 1776: Franciscans ar-

rived in Orayvi to help  

against the Navajos.   

• 1859:  Mormons ar-

rived at Orayvi. 

• 1863:  Kit Carson seeks 

volunteers in Orayvi.  
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First Mesa Leaders Meet with Ancestral Lands Program Manager to 

Discuss Upcoming Plans and Potential Projects  

L-R:  First Mesa Consolidated Villages  Soyal Mongwi Spokesman Frederick Ami,  FMCV Administrator Ivan Sidney,  Ancestral Lands Hopi Program  Manager Aeon 

Albert, FMCV Consultant (pictured via zoom) Myron Ami, FMCV Staff Assistant Wilber Kaye, and FMCV Accountant Brannon Sidney met on Oct 25,  to discuss  upcom-

ing plans and potential projects. 

Since the closure of 

the Peabody mining op-

erations in August of 
2019, the Hopi Tribe lost 

15 million royalty pay-

ments for its annual trib-

al budget. Like most gov-

ernmental annual budg-
ets, it is the annual reve-

nues that establish the 

Operations Budget.  

The Hopi Tribe’s pro-

jected revenue for 
FY2024 is  $3,042,555. 

The Budget Oversight 

Team’s recommended 

budget is  $17,361,786 

a shortfall of $14,319,231. 
Because of no sizeable 

revenue for the Tribe, the 

Hopi Tribal Council will 

again withdraw from the 

Hopi savings accounts,  
for the fifth time, in the 

amount of approximately 

$15 million which will 

now amount to $75 mil-
lion already depleted 

from our tribal savings. 

In the 2020 Budget ap-

proval language, it in-

cluded a statement by the 
Budget Oversight Com-

mittee that the savings 

accounts will be depleted 

within 5 to 7 years.  

Another discovery 
from information provid-

ed at the Village Budget 

presentations is how 

much Federal ARPA 
Funds are already recom-

mended for use within the 

Tribal Programs. This in-

cludes over $2 million for 

payments to tribal attor-
neys. These ARPA funds 

prioritize Water and Sew-

er and Broadband and 

funding amounts were 

determined by our village 
populations. Not included 

are the non-audits of the 

Hopi Tribe from FY 2020. 

This apparently has now 

resulted in questionable 
drawdowns on P.L. 93-

638 contracts.  

All the above infor-

mation requires further 

research and inquiry by 
the Hopi People to estab-

lish factual information. 

This should have been 

the responsibility of the 
Hopi Tribal Council Rep-

resentatives and its Tribal 

Chairman to be report-

ing, to their constituents, 

in the past several 
months and not at the 11th 

hour. The Chairman talks 

about transparency, but 

this is a serious matter 

that needs to be reported.  
Included is the need for 

immediate downsizing of 

the Hopi Tribal Govern-

ment. This should have 
started at the time Pea-

body operations were clos-

ing. There have not been 

any attempts to reduce the 

expenditures of the Hopi 
Government, especially 

continued million-dollar 

payments to lawyers, with 

no progress reports.  

What are the Tribal 
Administration’s docu-

mented plans for in-

creased revenues by busi-

ness developments. There 

is talk of possible elimina-
tions of Village Alloca-

tions, yet the Hopi Consti-

tution reads that the “Hopi 

Tribe is a union of self-

governing villages. This 
sets forth the priority of 

tribal funds is the villages. 

First Mesa Consoli-

date Villages have not 
received village alloca-

tion for the past twenty 

years. If the continued 

depletion of the Hopi 

Tribal Savings continues 
to support governmental 

operations, all villages 

will soon join our village 

with no tribal funds. 

See Page 4: FY2024 Hopi 

Tribe Budget Presentation  

FY 2024 Hopi Tribe  

Recommended Operating Budget  

By:  Ivan  L Sidney, Administrator 

First Mesa Consolidated Villages 
WINSLOW, Ariz. — The City of Winslow and 

the Winslow Chamber of Commerce are hosting 

the 76th annual Christmas parade on Nov. 18. 

This year’s theme is “An Indigenous Christmas.” 

“We are excited about this year’s theme, as it 

honors the communities and people who come out 

and support our parade every year, by sharing 

their beautiful culture and traditions,” the city said 

in a statement. 

The parade is one of the longest running pa-

rades in Northern Arizona.  

For more information on being a vendor or to 

participate, contact Bob Hall or Angela Gonzales 

Moser at (928) 289-2434. 

Winslow Christmas Parade 

Set for November 18  

FMCV Holiday  

Office Closures   
 

The First Mesa Consolidated Villages’ Admin-

istration office will be closed on November 10 in 

observance of Veterans Day (Nov. 11).   

The Office will also be closed on Nov. 23 for 

the Thanksgiving Holiday.  

During these days, you may call 928-737-2670 

and leave a message, stating the nature of your 

call.   Someone will return your call upon receipt 

of message. 

The Village Leadership encourages all to be safe 

during gatherings and wear a mask if you feel the 

need to. According to Reports, the Covid Virus is 

still active and many people are  still getting sick.  
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PUBLICATION 

The Village Crier is pub-

lished on the 2nd and 4th 
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FMCV at 928-737-2670   

or email: 
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Goals for the First Mesa Proposed Trail Restoration and Maintenance Project  

First Mesa Consolidated Villages has developed goals for the pro-

posed Trail Restoration and Maintenance Project. These goals in-

clude both safety and religious aspects and involves efforts to en-
hance the trail's condition while also respecting its religious or 

cultural significance.  

Safety Enhancements: 

• Regular inspections should be conducted to identify safety haz-

ards such as loose rocks, uneven terrain, or erosion. Address 

these issues promptly to prevent accidents. 

• Install safety features like handrails, guardrails, and appropriate 

signage to warn users of potential dangers or to guide them 

safely through challenging sections of the trail. 

• To remain in compliance with the First Mesa Community Emer-

gency Response Plan to provide safe evacuation routes in case 

of landslides or rockfalls. 
 

Cultural and Religious Sensitivity: 

• Collaborate with religious or cultural authorities to understand 

the significance of the trail and any specific guidelines or practic-

es that must be respected during restoration and maintenance. 

• Ensure that all restoration work is carried out with utmost re-

spect for the religious or cultural context. This might involve 

avoiding certain areas or using specific construction techniques. 
 

Preservation of Natural and Cultural Features: 

• Minimize the impact of restoration work on the natural environ-

ment, especially in ecologically sensitive areas. Use sustainable 
building materials and methods. 

• Preserve and protect any cultural or religious artifacts, symbols, or 

structures along the trail, seeking guidance from relevant authorities. 
 

Trail Markers and Signage: 

• Clearly mark the trail, providing directions and information that 

help hikers stay on the designated path while respecting the 

site's sacredness. 
 

Collaboration and Community Involvement: 

• Engage with religious and cultural leaders, as well as relevant 

authorities, to gather their input, insights, and support for the 

restoration and maintenance project. 

• Cultivate a sense of stewardship within the community to en-

sure the long-term preservation of the trails. 
 

Seasonal Maintenance and Sensitivity: 

• Adjust maintenance schedules according to the seasons, consid-

ering weather conditions, pedestrian traffic, and religious 
events that may impact the trail's use. 

 

Training and Education: 

• Provide training for trail restoration and maintenance on cul-

tural sensitivity, religious respect, and the importance of pre-

serving natural and cultural heritage. 

 

Balancing safety with respect for religious and cultural signifi-

cance is essential in trail restoration and maintenance for these 

purposes. The collaboration of the local community and a deep 

understanding of First Mesa’s unique landscape are key to the 

success of this project.  

By:  Wilber Kaye,  Staff Assistant 

First Mesa Consolidated Villages 

Water Energy Committee (WEC) Meeting—WEC canceled 

its October 18, 2023 due to intense Little Colorado River settle-

ment negotiations with The Navajo Nation and All State parties 
settlement meeting being initiated by the State.   

Fiber to Premise (FTP) - Hylan West Inc. from Phoenix, AZ 

continues to install fiber optic main lines implementing a 5.8 mil-
lion dollar USDA grant to Hopi Telecommunications Inc. (HTI).  

Diversified Inc. is schedule to start in January 2024 to connect 

fiber to premises from the main lines laid outby Hylan West. 

The Right of Way (ROW) across Navajo Nation for fiber optic ca-

ble to Moencopi from Hotevilla continues to be addressed by HTI. 
The state tribal liaison, MS. Candace Hamana will assist HTI in 

producing a 5 year plan which will be incorporated into the state’s 

plan.   HTI plans to seek Broadband Equity, Access, and Deploy-

ment (BEAD) Program funds to supplement their C loan and 

NITA Grant where needed. 

Calls to Hopi Law Enforcement Services—Since the reversal 

of the protocol where call is routed to HTI as the primary, the 

problem has improved. The team will continue to research this 
issue since 911 services are not the only calls with this problem.   

 Little Colorado River (LCR) Hopi Water Rights Negotia-

tion Team (HWRNT) - The Navajo Water Negotiation Legal 

Team and Hopi Water Negotiation Legal Team have ramped up 
their meeting schedule since all parties state meeting in Little Col-

orado River Adjudication/Settlement which convened on Oct 23, 

2023 in Phoenix, Az.   

The Hopi Water Rights Negotiation Team attended an in per-
son negotiation session in Phoenix with the Navajo Nation Negoti-

ation Team on Oct. 18.  This session was to identify agreements in 

principles prior to the all parties state meeting on Oct. 23. 

  HWRNT has scheduled weekly updates from our legal and 

technical team on the progress of the state all party meetings.  
Other meetings may occur on an as needed basis.  The Hopi Tribe 

is fully engaged in LCR settlement talks. WEC and Hopi’s legal 

team plans will present an update to HTC when there is enough 

agreement and substance. 

Water & Tribes Initiative/Colorado River Basin 

Presentation to Hopi Tribal Council September 28, 2023 

Water & Tribes Initiative (WTI) will report via zoom to HTC on 

Nov. 6 pending approval of agenda.  WTI will collaborate with Ho-

pi Water Resource Department (HWRD) Manager Dr. Sarah Ab-
ney on their efforts. 

On Oct 30 WTI, HWRD, and WEC spoke in a zoom meeting and 

pledged to work together on the project and will emphasize tribal and 

HWRD eternal Capacity building efforts.  WTI and WEC invited 

HWRD to attend and comment on the Nov 6,  presentation to HTC.  

New Land Wells Report—by Christopher P. Wolf, PG Princi-

pal Geochemist Daniel B. Stephens & Associates, T. Neil Bland-

ford, PG Principal Hydrologist/Senior Vice President (DBS&A) 
DBS&A Geologist Chris Wolf oversees the New Land Wells 

drilling project.  Wolf informed Hopi WEC Tuesday morning Oct 

31, in a Zoom call that Blue Bird Well is in its final stages and 

should be complete by end of the week Oct 30 – Nov 4, 2023.  The 

well is being cleaned and productivity and quality will be tested. 
DBS&A provided costs on the overall new land well project and 

WEC directed DBS&A to move to and work on Sun Shine well fol-

lowing the completion of Blue Bird Well.  

Hopi Comments on the Development of Post-2026 Operation-

al Guidelines and Strategies for Lake Powell and Lake Mead 

Hopi has submitted comments to the “Notice of Intent to Pre-

pare an Environmental Impact Statement and Notice to Solicit 

Comments and Hold Public Scoping Meetings on the Develop-
ment of Post 2026 Operational Guidelines and Strategies for Lake 

Powell and Lake Mead.”  The following are several and not all of 

the comments submitted by the Hopi Tribe:  

Under “Modeling and Demand Assumptions” - Hopi comment-

ed that the US Government trust responsibilities should account 
for undeveloped and unsettled Hopi water rights.  

Under the heading of “Tribal Consultations” - Hopi commented 

that all alternatives which may possibly impact Hopi’s trust assets, 

resources, or interest the Bureau of Reclamations is obligated to 

analyze and disclose to the Hopi Tribe in a government to govern-
ment meeting.  The comments were signed by the Hopi Tribal 

Chairman Timothy L. Nuvangyaoma. 

Colorado River Basin Tribes (CRBT) 
WEC is working with Colorado River Basin Tribes (CRBT) to 

positively affect the Post 2026 operation guidelines. CRBT has a 

weekly Monday morning call which Representative D. Sinquah 

and Thayne Lowe participate in.  CRBT is working on producing 

“Elements or Principles for Any/All Alternatives – NEPA Process 
for Post-2026 Management Framework)  

In this forum there is a discussion on the difference of Tribal 

water rights along with unused/undeveloped Tribal water rights 

and how they factor in.   

Other issues are future opportunities for Tribes to develop and 
use their water rights.  CRBT also is contemplating how cuts are 

applied to Tribal water rights.  They are also searching for a struc-

ture for tribal participation in developing and implementing Colo-

rado River policy.                    DSinquah Report Cnt’d on Page 5                          

By:  Dale Sinquah, Hopi Tribal Council 

Representing First Mesa Consolidated Villages 

Hopi Tribe Water/Energy Committee & Land Commission Report 
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Hopi Chairman Testifies to US Senate  

Indian affairs Committee about Bureaucratic 

Hurdles Tribes Face When Trying to Access 

Federal Funding 

WASHINGTON – 

The chairman of the Ho-

pi tribe told a Senate 
panel on Oct. 25 that 

promises of federal fund-

ing remain just that – 

promises – for smaller 

tribes for whom the 
money is inaccessible 

because of bureaucratic 

and financial hurdles. 

The remarks by Hopi 

Chairman Timothy 
Nuvangyaoma were part 

of a Senate Indian Af-

fairs Commit-

tee roundtable on chal-

lenges tribes are facing 
in getting projects ap-

proved under the Bipar-

tisan Infrastructure Law, 

the Inflation Reduction 

Act and others. Other 
tribal leaders from 

across the country 

shared similar frustra-

tions. 
Nuvangyaoma dis-

cussed how federal offi-

cials offered to fund im-

provements to the tribe’s 

power system if the Ho-
pi could come up with a 

$10 million match – 

more than half the 

tribe’s annual $16 mil-

lion general fund budget. 
He said that would force 

the tribe to choose be-

tween paying the cost 

match or funding 

schools and elderly ser-
vices for that year. 

“There’s a lot of im-

pacted tribes just like us 

that don’t have the fi-

nancial capability or sta-
bility to make these 

kinds of cost matches, to 

take advantage of such a 

great opportunity that’s 

on the table here for us 
and it bothers us,” 

Nuvangyaoma told law-

makers. 

Nuvangyaoma and 

the Hopi are not the only 
tribe fighting this uphill 

battle: Tribal leaders 

from across the country 

joined the hearing to at-

test to the bureaucratic 
and financial hurdles 

they are all facing to re-

ceive the funds they des-

perately need. 

Jasmine Boyle, the 
chief development of-

ficer for Rural Alaska 

Community Action Pro-

gram, said that for the 

229 Alaskan tribes she 
represents, problems 

accessing funds from the 

federal government 

starts at the basics. 

Government grant 
applications often re-

quire an online applica-

tion and a physical ad-

dress – and Alaskan trib-

al members do not have 
access to one or both, 

she said. By not having 

broadband internet ac-

cess, the tribe’s leaders 

can’t even begin to ac-
cess government web-

sites to apply for grants 

and other funds. If they 

do manage to get to 

somewhere with broad-
band, then they can’t file 

any type of paperwork 

because they do not have 

home addresses. 

“The tools to access 
and continue to utilize 

these grants and the for-

ward-facing grants com-

ing out of the infrastruc-
ture investments and the 

Inflation Reduction Act 

were going to be compli-

cated because our tribes 

don’t have connective 
tissue,” Boyle said. “They 

often don’t have the in-

ternet to search for new 

competitive opportuni-

ties,” she said. “They of-
ten don’t get alerts about 

tribal set asides and they 

often don’t have the hu-

man capacity.” 

The Confederated 
Tribes of the Colville 

Reservation Nespelem in 

Washington state strug-

gle to find stable power 

on their lands, said 
Jarred-Michael Erick-

son, chairman of the Col-

ville Business Council, 

Jarred-Michael Erick-

son. The Colville Reser-
vation is home to the 

Grand Coulee Dam and 

the tribe was promised 

lower electricity rates 

when the dam was built, 
something Erickson said 

has not happened. 

“It’s sad when we 

have elders paying $600 

a month in the winter 
when we have Grand 

Coulee Dam sitting right 

on our reservation and 

we have some of the 

highest power rates in 
the state in our area,” 

Erickson said. 

Nuvangyaoma said 

tribes like his often lack 

basic infrastructure. On-
ly 15% of the tribe’s 

homes have electricity, 

and they typically expe-

rience multiple power 

surges and outages a 
year that translate into 

wasted food and money, 

a “serious situation” for 

the community. 

“From my own expe-
rience, our appliance 

freezer went out and 

Flagstaff is about 105 

miles from the reserva-

tion, Winslow is about 
65. So we have to travel 

to get our groceries,” 

Nuvangyaoma said. “So 

when surges and power 

outages happen, your 
storage has a tendency to 

thaw and spoil.” 

He said the Hopi were 

excited about the instal-

lation of a 5,000-kilovolt 
power line through the 

middle of the reserva-

tion, until the federal 

government asked for a 
$10 million match from 

the tribe before it could 

connect them to that 

line. 

Nuvangyaoma said 
the tribe had asked the 

Department of Energy to 

waive the $10 million 

match a month before 

the deadline but did not 
hear back until four 

months later – after he 

was called to testify at 

Wednesday’s round ta-

ble. The waiver was de-
nied, he said. 

Sen. Brian Schatz, D-

Hawaii, the chairman of 

the committee, said he 

called the roundtable to 
address those challenges 

from bureaucrats. He 

even offered his personal 

staff to be “bird dogs” for 

the tribes in order to 
make sure agencies, like 

the Department of Ener-

gy, are doing their jobs. 

“I’m irritated with the 

fact that President Biden 
is all in for Indian Coun-

try,” investments that 

were enshrined by Con-

gress in the Infrastruc-

ture Investment and 
Jobs Act and the Infla-

tion Reduction Act, 

Schatz said. 

“It is not within the 

discretion of these agen-
cies to make it difficult, 

and they are not doing 

you a favor by dispersing 

the money that we ap-

propriated and author-
ized,” he said. 

PHOENIX, Ariz. – Elan David 
Nash, 36, of Polacca, was sentenced 

on September 25, 2023, by United 
States District Judge Steven P. Logan 

to 25 years in prison. Nash previously 

pleaded guilty to Second Degree Mur-

der, Kidnapping, and Assault Result-

ing in Substantial Bodily Injury of an 
Intimate Partner.  

During a violent crime spree in No-

vember of 2019, Nash shot and killed a 

woman on the Hopi Indian Reserva-

tion. Soon after that incident, Nash 
picked up another woman from the 

side of the road and forced her into his 

vehicle. He drove her to a remote area 

of the Hopi Indian Reservation, where 

he robbed her. After a pursuit by tribal 
law enforcement, Nash abandoned the 

vehicle he was driving, leaving behind 

evidence related to the murder. The 

investigation into these crimes also 

revealed that on December 3, 2019, on 
the Navajo Nation, Nash assaulted his 

then girlfriend, leaving her with sub-

stantial injuries. Nash pleaded guilty to 

all three charges in a single plea agree-
ment combining three separate cases. 

The Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion conducted the investigation in 

this case, with assistance from Hopi 

Law Enforcement Services and the 

Navajo Nation Department of Public 

Safety. The United States Attorney’s 
Office, District of Arizona,  Phoenix, 

handled the prosecution.   

 
CASE NUMBERS:   
CR-22-8088-PCT-SPL 
CR-22-8089-PCT-SPL    
CR-23-8063-PCT-SPL 
 
RELEASE NUMBER:     
2023-159_Nash 

For more information on the U.S. At-
torney’s Office, District of Arizona, 
visit: Justice.gov/AZ 

Follow the U.S. Attorney’s Office, Dis-
trict of Arizona, on Twit-
ter @USAO_AZ for the latest news. 

Public Affairs Officer: Zach J. Stoebe 
(zachry.stoebe@usdoj.gov) 

Polacca Man Sentenced to 25 Years in 

Prison for Violent Crimes  

PRESS RELEASE 

For Immediate Release 

FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. – Jonathan 

Nez, former President of the Navajo Na-

tion, has announced his campaign for 
Arizona’s Second Congressional District. 

“I grew up in a rural, low-income 

home, in a long-overlooked communi-

ty where my family lived paycheck-to-

paycheck, worried about how we’d 
make ends meet. I understand the 

struggles that many Arizona families 

are facing right now,” said Nez. “In 

Congress, I’ll fight for Arizona working 

families by cutting high gas and food 
costs, creating jobs, expanding access 

to affordable, quality health care, ad-

dressing climate change, expanding 

opportunities for small businesses, in-

vesting in rural communities, and sup-
porting our veterans.” 

Nez, 48, was born in Tuba City, Ari-

zona and raised in Shonto, Arizona. He 

currently lives in Flagstaff with his wife 

Phefelia and their sons Christopher and 
Alexander. Nez is an enrolled member 

of the Navajo Nation. He is Áshįįhí (Salt 

People) born for Ta’neeszahnii (Tangle 

clan). His maternal grandfather’s clan 
is Tódích’íi’nii (Bitter Water Clan) and 

paternal grandfather’s clan is Táchii’nii 

(Red-Running-Into-The-Water Clan). 

At 29, Nez began his career in pub-

lic service as the Vice President of the 
Shonto Chapter on the Navajo Nation. 

Passionate about serving his commu-

nity, he went on to serve on the Navajo 

Nation Council and the Navajo County 

Board of Supervisors before eventually 
being elected Vice President of the 

Navajo Nation in 2015. 

In 2019, he was elected President of 

the Navajo Nation, and served until 

2023. As President, his decisive and 
compassionate leadership led the Nava-

jo people through the COVID-19 pan-

demic. He secured and oversaw re-

sources to construct new health care 

facilities and homes for veterans, invest-
ed in public safety by hiring new police 

officers, and bolstered infrastructure, 

improving rural roads and bringing 

clean water and electricity to thousands 

of previously unserved residents.  
“We need leadership in Congress 

that will put aside the politics of drama 

and division and fight for rural Arizona 

families instead,” continued Nez. “We 

cannot afford to have representatives 
who take us to the brink of a govern-

ment shutdown just to prove a political 

point. I’m ready to take on the tough 

challenges and stand up for hardwork-
ing Arizona families.” 

Watch Nez’s announcement video 

at .twitter.com/NezForAZ. To learn 

more, visit  JonathanNezForAZ.com and 

follow @NezForAZ on Twitter, Face-
book, Instagram and TickTok.   ###  

Former Navajo Nation President Jonathan 

Nez Announces his Campaign for  

Arizona’s Second Congressional District 

For Immediate Release 

Contact: press@jonathannezforaz.com 

firstmesaconsolidatedvillages.com 

https://www.indian.senate.gov/hearings/roundtable-discussion-entitled-implementing-the-bipartisan-infrastructure-law-and-the-inflation-reduction-act-in-native-communities/
https://www.indian.senate.gov/hearings/roundtable-discussion-entitled-implementing-the-bipartisan-infrastructure-law-and-the-inflation-reduction-act-in-native-communities/
https://www.hopi-nsn.gov/
https://www.hopi-nsn.gov/
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lmp1c3RpY2UuZ292L3VzYW8vYXovIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDIzMTAyNC44NDU1Njg3MSJ9.QF3grMu8HsjOHuAb7I315PlLjPzcVaRO8tPDhD0UNJg/s/1162018798/br/228
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vdHdpdHRlci5jb20vVVNBT19BWiIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzEwMjQuODQ1NTY4NzEifQ.g_Qae-mcaJ7Uzbk5YgMtBWYzP7IAUnYihgaWLd-sy8Q/s/1162018798/br/228858396
mailto:zachry.stoebe@usdoj.gov
https://twitter.com/NezForAZ/status/1713917977253265692
http://jonathannezforaz.com/
mailto:press@jonathannezforaz.com
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FY 2024 Hopi Tribe General Fund Village Presentation 

at First Mesa Consolidated Villages, October 24 

(Recommended Budget to be reviewed by Tribal Council)  

FY 2024 Hopi Tribe Revenue 

Tribal Programs 

Hopi Tribe 2024 Budget Recommendations Cont’d on Page 5 

Hopi Elections Board  

& Elections Office  

Vacancies 
 

  The  Hopi Tribal Council announces vacancies for the following: 

• Three (3) Election Board members and two (2)  board member  

alternates 

• A Tribal Registrar 
 
Interested individuals must submit a Letter of Interest to the Of-

fice of Tribal Secretary, for information on the qualifications, terms 

and duties.  Feel free to contact the Office of Tribal Secretary at 928

-734-3132. 

These vacancies will remain advertised until filled.  Thank 

you for your interest. 

NOTICE For Your Safety  
The FMCV Leadership encourages everyone to be cautious and 

practice safety protocols as you gather and congregate with families 

during the holidays.  A Report shows COVID-19 is  on the rise  again 

on the Hopi Reservation.  We must not let down our guards; especial-

ly, during these times of gatherings.  Remain vigilant and wear a 

mask if you prefer. 

Freezing Temperatures are Here!!   

To prevent water breaks, you are encouraged to  

cover your water/sewer pipes to avoid freezing. 
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BRUINS 

Hopi Tribe 2024 Budget Recommendations from Page 4 

Land Commission 

(LC) - Land Commis-

sion conducted its Octo-
ber monthly meeting on 

Oct 26.  A resolution on 

the Three Canyon 

Ranch loan is due to 

Land Commission from 
Office of General Coun-

cil for review and pre-

sented to Hopi Tribal 

Council to settle the 

loan.   
Because of the trash  

debris at the solid waste  

landfill site and our ina-

bility to meet with the 

director,  the Land Com-
mission plans to sched-

ule a site visit to view 

the area and speak with 

the manager. 

 LC and the local Non-
Governmental Organiza-

tions are working on res-

olution language regard-

ing the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission 

(FERC) rulemaking peti-

tion to consult with 

tribes on proposed pro-

jects on tribal lands.   The 
proposed resolution will 

be amended and present-

ed to CPO and OCG for 

review then to Council as 

soon as possible.  
The Land Commis-

sion is seeking funds to 

pay membership fees 

for Coalition of Large 

Tribes (COLT) Voting 
member $5,000 or As-

sociate member $2,500. 

COLT promotes the 

sovereign rights of 

member tribes and 
COLT members consist 

of large Indian tribes 

throughout Indian 

Country. The coalition 

serves as an advocacy 
group for issues facing 

American Indian tribes 

with land bases exceed-

ing 100,000 acres.  Hopi 

currently has a trust 
land base of approxi-

mately 1,862,731 acres. 

COLT advocates for 

the exercise of tribal sov-

ereignty and jurisdiction 
to the fullest extent in-

cluding the sovereign 

right to develop natural 

resources, pursue agri-

cultural efforts and de-
velop and enhance Res-

ervation infrastructure 

such as transportation 

and water infrastructure. 

Councilman  

Sinquah  

Report from P2  
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National Native American Heritage month is cele-

brated annually in November to recognize Native 

American and Indigenous peoples, the original inhabit-

ants of what is now the United States. It has been hon-

ored since 1990, when President George H.W. Bush 
signed a joint resolution acknowledging the month. 

The 1990 resolution said the goal of the designa-

tion is to have a month dedicated to provide 

“enhanced self-esteem, pride, and self-awareness to 

young Native American Indians.  

On October 8, 2021, U.S. President Joe Biden be-

came the first U.S. President to formally recognize the 

holiday, by signing a presidential proclamation de-
claring October 11, 2021 to be a national holiday, hon-

oring Native peoples and commemorates their histo-

ries and cultures. It is celebrated across the United 

States on the second Monday in October, and is an 

official city and state holiday in various localities. It 

began as a counter-celebration held on the same day 

as the U.S. federal holiday of Columbus Day, which 

honors Italian explorer Christopher Columbus.  
Many reject celebrating him, saying that he repre-

sents "the violent history of the colonization in the 

Western Hemisphere." 

November 11 is Veterans Day  -  Observed November 10  

Naval History and Heritage Command  -  www.history.navy.mil/.danfs/h7/hopi   

Throughout the years Native Americans, including many 
Hopis, have served in defense of their home country, America.  

In the Naval History & Heritage historical archives you will find 
names of two tug ships that were built and proudly bore the  
names of USS Hopi AT-71 later reclassified as USS Hopi ATF-71 

and Awatobi YT-264. Hopi (AT-71) was launched Sept. 7, 1942 
by the Charleston Shipbuilding & Dry Dock Co., Charleston, SC., 

sponsored by Miss F. E. L. Blackwell; and commissioned March 
31, 1943, with LT. O.W. Huff in command.  

A Hopi Native American word mean-

ing “high place of the bow.” The term 

may refer to the Bow people and was 

applied to a former Hopi pueblo located 

on a mesa in northeastern Arizona. 

Awatobi (YT-264) was laid down on 

27 March 1944 at Tacoma, Wash., by 

the J. M. Martinac Shipbuilding Corp.; 

reclassified a big harbor tug and redes-

ignated YTB-264 on 15 May 1944; 

launched on 30 September 1944; and 

placed in service on 1 February 1945. 

Awatobi served out her entire naval 

career as a harbor tug in the Twelfth 

Naval District. She was deactivated in 

1960, and her name was stricken from 

the Naval Vessel Register in December 

1960.    

Awatobi (YTB-264)  1945-1960 

Hopi  AT-71  was  launched Sept. 7, 1942  by the Charleston Shipbuilding & dry Dock Co. 

After shakedown out of Key West, 

Hopi sailed to New York on June 10, 

1943 with a convoy for North Africa. 
After arriving in Oran on June 21, she 

performed towing service for several 
days before steaming out to Bizerte to 

join Vice Admiral Hewitt’s Western 

Naval Task Force for the Assault on 
Sicily (July 10 - Aug.17, 1943). Depart-

ing Bizerte on July 8 with pontoons in 

tow, Hopi landed two days later and 

immediately set to work clearing 

beaches of damaged landing craft, 
fighting fires on vessels in the 

transport areas, and performed a mul-

titude of other jobs vital to success in 

amphibious operations.  

Hopi returned to Bizerte on Aug. 10 
to prepare for the Salerno Operation 

(Sept. 9 - Oct. 13, 1943). She sailed 

early in Sept. and again performed in-

valuable salvage work. On Sept. 11, at 

0940 hours, cruiser Savannah, while 
lying in the support area awaiting calls 

for gunfire support, received a direct 

hit on the No. 3 turret which left her 

dead in the water. Hopi and salvage 
tug Moreno immediately came along-

side to help. The untiring and skillful 

work by the two tugs enabled Savan-

nah to retire to Malta that evening.  

On Sept. 16, HMS Warspite was put 
out of action by two direct hits and two 

near misses from guided bombs. Again, 

Hopi and Moreno towed and delivered 

her to Malta without further incident.  

Hopi next sailed to the Assault on 

Anzio (Jan. 22, 1944) and remained 
there for the next month. On Feb.15, 

the liberty ship Elihu Yale was severely 
damaged by a direct bomb hit which 

left her burning fiercely. The ship was 

abandoned with one wounded man 
trapped below, and some men were 

still clinging to lifelines. After picking 

up survivors, Hopi maneuvered along-

side and transferred firefighting equip-

ment to the stricken vessel. Two days 
later the last fire was extinguished. 

Hopi handled the entire operation 

with no outside assistance and fought 

the fire with only 40 men.  

This is just one of the many splen-
did examples of courage, devotion, and 

the ‘can-do’ spirit of the Navy’s small 

but gallant ships in the face of danger, 

including Hopi.  

On May 15, 1944, Hopi was reclassi-
fied AFT-71 and assigned duty towing 

various craft around the Mediterrane-

an until August when she again joined 

Vice Admiral Hewitt’s Western Naval 
Task Force for Operations Dragoon, 

the invasion of southern France. As 

flagship of the Salvage and Fire-

fighting Group, Hopi again rendered 

invaluable service. After this operation 
ended, she resumed her towing duties, 

principally shuttling pontoons from 

Bizerte to Oran.      

USS Hopi AT-71,  Reclassified as USS Hopi ATF-71  

Awatobi (YTB-264) assists Rochester (CA-124) in departing the Mare Island Naval Shipyard 

For the next 3 years she operated 

along the East Coast with frequent 

towing duties to Oran, Algiers, New-
foundland, and the Caribbean. During 

the Berlin Airlift in 1948- 1949, as Na-

vy tankers and other ships brought 12 

million gallons of aviation gasoline, 

goods, and supplies to Bremerhaven, 
Hopi, with the 2d Task Fleet held ma-

neuvers in the North Atlantic, showing 

American power at sea, and the visible 

evidence of United States’ strength to 

maintain sovereignty for free people 
everywhere.  

In the 1950’s Hopi resumed her op-

erations along the East Coast, again 

performing towing and salvage service 

in Newfoundland and the Caribbean. 
She thus contributed to the efficient 

operations of the fleet in its peace-

keeping operations.  

Hopi decommissioned on Dec. 9, 

1955 at New London and joined the 

Atlantic Reserve Fleet. She was then 

turned over to the Maritime Admin-
istration on March 27, 1962 and moved 

to the National Defense Reserve Fleet, 

James River, VA; following permanent 

transfer to the Maritime Administra-

tion July 1, 1963 to 1967.  
Hopi received four battle stars for 

World War II service. 

Hopi arrived in Antwerp, Belgium, 

on June 25, 1945, and immediately 

began work by towing the Army Power 
Plant Seapower, delivering it to Ber-

muda.  On Aug. 25, she set sail to Nor-

folk, arriving Aug. 28 and remained 

there until Oct. 21. After that, she 

steamed to Boston and on Dec. 1, she 
got underway to assist the coastal col-

lier Tristan, who had lost her rudder 

in a storm. Hopi returned to Boston 

Dec. 3 with Tristan in tow.  

November is Native American Heritage Day  

USS Hopi AT-71 Continued 

https://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/resources/pdf/JR_Indian_Heritage_Month.pdf
http://www.history.navy.mil/..danfs/h7/hopi


2023  

Reports 

Received 

Ivan 

Sidney 

Admin 

Albert 

Sinquah 

Dale 

Sinquah 

Wallace 

Youvella 

Jr 

Delfred 

Leslie 

January √/√ 0 √/√ √ - 

February √√√ 

√√√ 

0 0 √ - 

March √/√ 0 √ √ - 

April √ √ √ √ - 

May √/√ √ √ √ - 

June √/√ 0 √ √ - 

July √/√ √ √ √ - 

August √/√ 0 √ √ - 

September √/√ 0 √ √ 0 

October √ 0 √ √ 0 

November √ 0 √ 0 0 

December      

2022  

Reports 

Received  

Ivan  

Sidney 

Admin 

Albert 

Sinquah 

Dale 

Sinquah 

Wallace 

Youvella 

Jr 

January √/√ √ √ √ 

February √/√/√ √/√ √ √ 

March √/√/√ √/√ √ √ 

April √/√/√ 0 √ √ 

May √/√ 0 √√√ √ 

June √√√√ 0 √ √ 

July √√√√ 

√√√ 

0 √ √ 

August √/√ √ √ √ 

September √/√ 0 0 √ 

October √√√√ √ 0 √ 

November √√√√ 0 √ √ 

December √√√√ 0 0 √ 

HOPI TRIBAL COUNCIL  REPORTS 
  

The First Mesa Consolidated Villages’ Tribal Council Representatives are required to make 

Monthly Reports and give Updates to the First Mesa Community.  Due to past gathering re-

strictions, no public meetings were held; thus, Reports are published in the Village Crier.  Here is 

a recap of reports submitted by your Council Representatives, beginning Jan 1, 2022 to present. 

FMCV Water Payment  

Schedule  
 

 Oct.   Due Date:  Nov. 10, 2023 
 Nov. Due Date:  Dec. 10, 2023 
 Dec.    Due Date:  Jan. 10, 2024 

 
 

Master & VISA Card payments are ac-
cepted via telephone.  Money Order pay-
ments accepted by US mail or you may 

place in drop box located outside office.  

Call 928-737-2670 for Info. 

First  Mesa  

Consolidated Villages 

P.O. Box 260      

Polacca, AZ  86042 

928-737-2670 
 

The Village Crier is published on the 1st and 

3rd Tuesday of the month. To subscribe, sub-

mit news articles or advertise in the paper, con-

tact Louella Furcap at 928-737-2670 or by  

email:  Lnahsonhoya@gmail.com  
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Veterans Day  Observed November 10 

November 23 is Thanksgiving Day 

The Hopi Wildlife & Ecosystems Management Program  
 

Wood Harvest Hart Ranch 

         Enrolled Hopi Tribal Members Only  
 

Saturday & Sunday 

October 28 & October 29, 2023 

November 18 & 19, 2023 

December 9 & 10, 2023 

Last vehicle in at 2:00 P.M.   
NO EXCEPTIONS!!! 

DIRECTIONS 

From Flagstaff:  From Flagstaff the Hart Ranch is approximately 20 miles 

east on I-40. Exit at the Twin Arrows Exit (Exit 219). 

From Winslow:  From Winslow the Hart Ranch is approximately 40 miles 

west on I-40. Exit at the Twin Arrows Exit (Exit 219). 

Harvesting sites are located approximately 5.5 miles south of exit. WEMP 
staff will be stationed at the Main Entrance to check you in and direct you to 
the different sites. 

 ITEMS TO BRING 

• Your Tribal Enrollment Card and/or ID.  

• A spare tire, tools, chain saw, lunch and plenty of water.  

** NOTE**  A Special Hopi Tribal Wood Hauling Permit will be issued to 
you at the main entrance before you leave the Hart Ranch. 

For more information, you may contact the Hopi Wildlife & Ecosystems 
Management Program at (928) 734-3673      

@ Golden State Tue, Oct 24 10:00 PM TNT 

@ Los Angeles Thu, Oct 26 10:00 PM TNT 

vs Utah Sat, Oct 28 10:00 PM NBA TV 

vs San Antonio Tue, Oct 31 10:00 PM TNT 

vs San Antonio Thu, Nov 2 10:00 PM NBA TV 

@ Philadelphia Sat, Nov 4 1:00 PM TBD 

@ Detroit Sun, Nov 5 3:00 PM TBD 

@ Chicago Wed, Nov 8 8:00 PM TBD 

vs Los Angeles Fri, Nov 10 10:00 PM ESPN 

vs Oklahoma City Sun, Nov 12 8:00 PM TBD 

vs Minnesota Wed, Nov 15 9:00 PM TBD 

@ Utah Fri, Nov 17 10:00 PM ESPN 

@ Utah Sun, Nov 19 8:00 PM NBA TV 

vs Portland Tue, Nov 21 9:00 PM TBD 

vs Golden State Wed, Nov 22 10:00 PM ESPN 

@ Memphis Fri, Nov 24 5:00 PM NBA TV 

@ New York Sun, Nov 26 6:00 PM TBD 

@ Toronto Wed, Nov 29 7:30 PM TBD 

vs Denver Fri, Dec 1 10:00 PM ESPN 

vs Memphis Sat, Dec 2 9:00 PM TBD 

vs Golden State Tue, Dec 12 10:00 PM TNT 

vs Brooklyn Wed, Dec 13 9:00 PM TBD 

vs New York Fri, Dec 15 10:00 PM ESPN 

vs Washington Sun, Dec 17 8:00 PM TBD 

@ Portland Tue, Dec 19 10:00 PM TBD 

@ Sacramento Fri, Dec 22 10:00 PM TBD 

vs Dallas Mon, Dec 25 10:30 PM ESPN 

@ Houston Wed, Dec 27 8:00 PM TBD 

vs Charlotte Fri, Dec 29 9:00 PM TBD 

vs Orlando Sun, Dec 31 8:00 PM TBD 

2023-24 Suns NBA Regular Game Schedule 

It is for freedom that Christ has set us Free.  Stand firm then  
and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. 

Galations 5:1 

High School Students - The week of 

Oct. 30th kicks off practices for our 

winter sports of girls' basketball, boys' 

basketball, spiritline, and boys' & girls' 
wrestling. High School students want-

ing to play any of the aforementioned 

sports should attend all practices this 

week. The final day for any High 

School student to join a winter sport is 
Tuesday, November 14th. That in-

cludes students wanting to be a man-

ager. Please remember, that any stu-

dent joining a sport must have a com-

pleted 23-24 school year physical on 

file with the athletics' office. For ath-

letic questions, call (928) 738-1431. 

 
Varsity Head Coaches this winter: 

Boys'Basketball =Mr. Rick Baker 

Girls Basketball =Mr. Juwan Nuvayokva 

Spiritline =Ms. Laura Dale 

Wrestling =Mr. Raleigh Namoki 
 

Our winter programs plan to start 

practices or hold team meetings on 

Mon. Oct. 30th. 

Hopi High School Winter Sports Practice  

Begins October 30th 
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Navajo Nation President Buu 

Nygren and First Lady Pose 

for a Picture with the Hopi 

Clansmen at Western Navajo 

Fair in Tuba City, AZ 

L-R:  Paul Sidney, Brannon Sidney, Navajo Nation Navajo 

Nation First Lady, Navajo Nation President Buu Nygren, 

Clansmen Band Owner  Ivan Sidney Sr., Ivan Sidney Jr 

and Drummer Kaden Mooya 

Winslow’s Annual Christmas Parade is just around the corner. This year’s parade will take place 

on Saturday the 18th of November, and our theme for this year is “An Indeginious Christ-

mas.”  It is our sincerest hope that this year’s parade will outshine all the previous Christmas Pa-

rades. In the spirit of the Season we are counting on you to invoke the joy and happiness that eve-

ryone is wishing for…  

The Polacca water system recently violated the 

drinking water standard for arsenic. Although this 

is not an emergency, as our customers, you have a 
right to know happened, what you should do, and 

what we are doing to correct this situation. 

We routinely monitor for the presence of drinking 

water contaminants. Testing results we received show 

that our system exceeds the standard or maximum 
contaminant level (MCL), for arsenic. The standard for 

arsenic is 0.010 milligrams per liter (mg/L) or 10 parts 

per billion (ppb). Arsenic in the Polacca water system 

was found at 0.019 mg/L-West Well #8 and 0.020 

mg//L–East Well#5 for the month of September  
2023.  

Arsenic in the drinking water can come from the 

erosion of natural deposits, runoff from orchards, 

or glass and electronic production waste. 

WHAT SHOUD I DO? 

You do not need to use an alternative water supply, 
such as bottled water. If you have specific health con-

cerns, please consult your local health provider. 

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? 

This is not an immediate risk. If had been, you 

would have been notified immediately. Some people 

who drink water containing arsenic in excess of the 

MCL over many years could experience skin damage 
or problems with their circulatory system, and may 

have an increased risk of getting cancer. 

WHAT IS BEING DONE? 

Polacca water system will be tied into the Hopi 

Arsenic Mitigation Project (HAMP). The source 

wells for the HAMP have, and are expected to have, 
arsenic levels below 10ppb. Construction of the first 

phase of the HAMP, which will tie in the Polacca 

water system, is presently expected to be completed 

by the calendar year 2015. Once the Polacca water 

system is tied into HAMP, the arsenic exceedance 
should be resolved. 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION  

     For information, please contact: 

First Mesa Consolidated Villages -   
     Water Program 

P.O. Box 260 

Polacca, Arizona 86042 

Phone: (928) 737.2670 
 

Please share this information with all the other 

people who drink this water, especially those who 

may not have received this notice directly (for ex-

ample, people in school and businesses). 

This notice is being sent to you by First Mesa 
Consolidated Villages, Polacca Water System, Pub-

lic Water System ID No. 0400106.  

Date Distributed: Oct. 6, 2023 

Flagstaff 

• Rock Your Mocs Week Nov. 12-18— NACA will be 

sponsoring its annual Rock Your Mocs Week, en-

couraging everyone to celebrate their traditional 

attire. More information is available by visiting 

facebook.com/NACAFlagstaff. There will be a vir-
tual 2k/5k walk or run this year. Contact NACA 

Wellness Center at (928) 773-1245 ext. 221. 

 

Regional 

• Monument Valley Veterans Marathon Nov. 18 — 

The community is holding a marathon, half mara-

thon. There will also be a community fun run, live 
music, crafts, food and more. There will be a spe-
cial veterans recognition program. go to runsig-

nup.com/monument valleymarathon for more 

information. 

• Cultural demonstrations at Montezuma's Castle 

and Tuzigoot national monuments continue 

through November.  Montezuma's Castle and 

Tuzigoot national monuments will host indige-
nous arts, presentation and performances onsite 

throughout the month of November in honor of 

Native American Heritage Month. Navajo, Hopi, 

Yavapai-Apache and Tohono O'odham tribal 

members will display crafting techniques, tradi-
tional dances and tribal history talks. 

• Native American Heritage exhibit  — All Ameri-

can: The Power of Sports is an exhibit at the Na-
tional Archives Museum that includes stories and 

artifacts related to sports at Indian boarding 

schools, and a special display about legendary ath-

lete Jim Thorpe featuring the Olympic gold med-

als restored to his family in 1982 and a handwrit-
ten letter Thorpe sent in 1935. View the online ex-

hibit at museum.archives.gov/all-american. 

Native American Heritage Month Calendar of Events  

Important Information About Your Drinking Water 

http://www.facebook.com/NACAFlagstaff
http://runsignup.com/monumentvalleymarathon
http://runsignup.com/monumentvalleymarathon
http://museum.archives.gov/all-american

