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HOPI  

CALENDAR 
 

 

TºmºôPaamuyaw 

(January) 
 

 

 The Moon of  

Positive Hopi Life  

 

Feb  Powamuyaw 

Mar  ¥sºmuyaw 

Apr  Kwiyamuyaw 

May  Hakitonmuyaw 

June  Wokoôuyis  

July  TalaôKyelmuyaw 

Aug  TalaôPaamuyaw 

Sep  Nasanmuyaw  

Oct  Angakmuyaw  

Nov  TºmºKyelmuyaw 

Dec   Kyaamuyaw  

 

THIS MONTH IN  

HOPI HISTORY 
 

¶ AD:  Hopi ancestors 

bult houses in dry 

caves in the Four 

Corners region. 

¶ A.D. 1260-1300: 

Betatakin and Keet 

Seel occupied by  

Hopi Clans. 

¶ 1895:  Hopi Leaders 

imprisoned at Alca-

traz for 8 months.   

 

FIRST MESA  

CONSOLIDATED 

VILLAGES 

P.O. Box 260 
Polacca, AZ  86042 
928-737-2670 

 
The Village Crier is pub-

lished on the 2nd Tues-

day of the month. To 

subscribe, submit news 

articles or advertise in 

the paper, call 928-737-

2670 or email Lnahson-

hoya @ gmail.com  

On Saturday evening, 

Dec. 28, the Hopi High 

School Lady Bruins 
faced up against the 

Valley Sanders Lady Pi-

rates for the Champion-

ship game where they 

beat the Pirates by a 
close score of 46 to 44 

to win the Champion-

ship title.  

The Lady Bruins had 

a large fan base who 
cheer ed them on to vic-

tory!  At the last few sec-

onds of the game, fans 

were on their feet yell-

ing and screaming as 
the girls hit their final 

basket to win the game.   

      Congratulations 

    Hopi Lady Bruins!  

First Mesa Indians JV Girls Basketball Team Win HEAL Championship 

Hopi Lady Bruins take Championship Title at the Yvonne Johnson 

Memorial Basketball Tournament  

First Mesa Elementary 

School is proud to share 

its recent accomplish-
ments, highlighting the 

hard work, dedication, and 

spirit of its students and 

staff.  

One of our proudest 
moments is the Champi-

onship win of the First 

Mesa Indians JV Girls 

Basketball Team, coached 

by Mrs. Ruby Starks of 
Tewa and Mr. Paul Sidney 

of Kykotsmovi.  

The girls demonstrated 

exceptional dedication, 

loyalty, and teamwork, 
which led them to bring 

home the prestigious Cham-

pionship H.E.A.L. Banner. 

 Despite facing chal-

lenges both academically 
and behaviorally, the ath-

letes pushed through, 

overcoming obstacles for 

themselves and their team.  
Our pride extends to 

all our athletes, including 

the JV Boys Basketball  

Diane Lomahaftewa -Albert  

FMES Principal 

Team and the Cross 

Country Runners, who 

completed a successful 
season earlier this year.  

As we look forward to 

the Varsity season, we 

also take this opportuni-

ty to express our grati-

tude to the coaches, 

teachers, and parents for 

their unwavering sup-
port. The commitment to 

academic excellence and 

athletic success is a 

shared effort, and we are 

incredibly thankful for 

the community that sur-

rounds our school. 

In addition to these 
athletic achievements, 

we are thrilled to an-

nounce that First Mesa 

Elementary School has 

earned a recommenda-

tion for Full Accredita-

tion from COGNIA, af-

firming our commitment 
to providing quality edu-

cation. 

       Continued on P8  

 

By:  Louella Furcap  

the Village Crier Editor  

Lady Bruins pose for picture after clenching Championship at the Yvonne Johnson Memorial Basketball Tourney  

2025  



FIRST MESA  

CONSOLIDATED  

VILLAGES 
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POLACCA, AZ 

86042  

 

 

TRADITIONAL  

LEADERSHIP 

Kikmongwi 

James Tewayguna 

Kikmongwi Spokesmen 

Dickson Silas  

Albert T. Sinquah, Sr.  

Albert Silas 

 

Katsin Mongwi 

Sam Tenakhongva  

Soyal Mongwi 

Leo Lacapa, Jr 
 

Soyal Mongwi Spokesman 

Ivan L. Sidney 

 

 

FMCV STAFF: 

Wilber Kaye,   

Village Administrator  

Brannon Sidney  

Accountant 

Alfonso Sakeva, Jr.  

Water Operations Superv. 

Eithan Nuvamsa  

Water Operator  

Meredith Qotswisiwma 

Water Clerk 

Sharon Grover 

Water Clerk 

Daylan Qotswisiwma 

Maintenance 

Myron Ami 

Consultant 

Ivan Sidney, Sr. 

Consultant 

Louella  Furcap 

Village Crier Editor/PIO 

Lnahsonhoya@gmail.com 

 

TRIBAL COUNCIL 

REPRESENTATIVES 

 

As of this edition, No 

Council Representatives 

have been appointed to 

represent the FMCV on 

the Hopi Tribal Council. 

 

 

PUBLICATION 

The Village Crier will be  

published on the 2nd 

Tuesday of the month.  

Articles, announcements, 

etc. are due Thursday be-

fore publication. For infor-

mation call: FMCV at 928

-737-2670  or email: 

Lnahsonhoya@gmail.com 
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To date, no one has been certified to represent 

the First Mesa Consolidated Villages (FMCV) on the 

Hopi Tribal Council.   
Until the Village Kikmongwi recertifies a Repre-

sentative or appoints and certifies new Representa-

tives to the Tribal Council, First Mesa will not  have 

any representation.   

Louella N Furcap, Editor  

the Village Crier  
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First Mesa Hopi Tribal  

Council Representatives  Navajo County Sheriff's Office  

December 30, 2024  

Scammers frequently call people 

identifying themselves as law enforce-

ment officers, sometimes even using 
the names of actual department em-

ployees, and tell them there is a war-

rant for their arrest. They then tell the 
person they must pay money to avoid 

being arrested. Payment may be re-
quested in the form of gift cards, de-

posits in Coinstar machines, or wired 

via Western Union  

THESE ARE SCAMS!!!!  DO NOT 

GIVE THEM ANY MONEY!!!  
Law enforcement officers will NEV-

ER call and threaten to arrest you un-

less you pay a bond.  

Payment for a warrant is ALWAYS 

handled via an official process AFTER 
a person has been arrested and booked.  

Payment is NEVER in the form of 

gift cards, Western Union transfers, or 
Coinstar  

If a person calls you and says you 
will be arrested unless you make im-

mediate payment arrangements, hang 

up the phone and call your local law 

enforcement agency right away.  

Law Enforcement Officers will 
NEVER call and ask for money regard-

ing an arrest warrant.  

Scam Alert 

Nukwangtalongva, 
I would like to intro-

duce myself, Dr. LaKitta 

Woods-Dwelle, as your 

new Chief Optometrist 

for Hopi Health Care 
Center. During my first 

month I have been work-

ing hard to get the Eye 

Clinic ready to see pa-

tients. While we work on 
developing our staffing 

plan and hire new staff 

for the clinic there will be 

limited availability. We 

will initially prioritize 
patients already diag-

nosed with vision threat-

ening conditions while 

we work to open up rou-
tine eye appointments 

and glasses dispensing. 

Please do not cancel 

appointments already 

scheduled at surround-
ing clinics (Dilkon, Tuba 

City, etc.) The Eye Clinic 

has been closed for al-

most 2 years so there are 

many people needing to 
be seen and I will not be 

able to see everyone right 

away. Our goal for open-

ing up eyeglass services 

will be March or April 
2025 . 

I appreciate your pa-

tience and understand-

ing through this opening 

phase, as it will give me 
the opportunity to be-

come familiar with my 

surroundings and meet 

everyone. Again, I am so 
happy to be here and ap-

preciate the warm wel-

come from the communi-

ty and my new colleagues 

here at HHCC. Please do 
not hesitate to reach out 

if you have any questions 

during this early phase 

and remember it may 

take some time to secure 
an eye appointment but 

we are working hard to 

fully open our schedule 

as quickly as possible. 

Please remember, for 
urgent matters we will 

work to evaluate you 

right away.  

Respectfully, 

LaKitta Woods-Dwelle, OD. 
928-737-6181 Office 

Welcome Dr. LaKitta Woods-Dwelle, 

Chief Optometrist at Hopi Health Care Ctr. 

As we welcome a new year, we are filled with anticipation, hope, and deter-

mination to make 2025 a year of progress, unity, and growth for our communi-

ty. This transition offers an opportunity to reflect on our achievements and 
challenges, while also setting a clear path forward to embrace new changes that 

will strengthen our shared vision for the future. 

One of the key themes for this year will be collaboration. In 2025, we aim 

to foster stronger partnerships among leadership, community members, and 

organizations. By working together, we can address critical issues, enhance our 
cultural preservation efforts, and ensure that resources are distributed effec-

tively to meet the needs of all. 

Additionally, innovation and sustainability will play a central role in 

our approach to growth. Whether it's through improving infrastructure, intro-
ducing new programs for youth and elders, or investing in eco-friendly initia-

tives, we are committed to creating a future that honors our traditions while 

preparing for the challenges of tomorrow. 

Change can be daunting, but it is also a sign of progress. As we adapt to new 

ideas, policies, and projects, it is vital to remain anchored in our values of re-
spect, humility, and togetherness. Each member of our community has a role to 

play in shaping our collective success. Your input, participation, and support 

will be instrumental in achieving our goals. 

Let us step into the New Year with open hearts and open minds. Together, 

we can turn our aspirations into reality and ensure that our community contin-
ues to thrive for generations to come. 

Wishing you all a prosperous, joyful, and fulfilling New Year. May 2025 

bring us closer as a community and closer to the future we envision. 

EDITORIAL 

Embracing New Year Changes 

A Message to Our Community 

By:  Wilber Kaye  

Village Administrator  

First Mesa Consolidated Villages  

First Mesa, AZ ð Residents of the villages 

atop First Mesa faced a water outage beginning the 

morning of December 28, 2024. The disruption, 
impacting households, was traced to a mechanical 

failure in the motor and pump mechanism that 

serves the mesa. 

Initial attempts to restart the equipment were 

unsuccessful, with the system shutting down short-
ly after each effort. A detailed inspection revealed 

that the motor and pump had suffered mechanical 

failure, requiring complete replacement. Replace-

ment parts were ordered on December 30, with an 

estimated shipping time of 5 to 7 days. 
To address immediate needs, the Village Com-

munity Service Offices and First Mesa Consolidated 

Villages (FMCV) took action.  

On December 31, approximately five water buf-

falos of non-potable water were strategically placed 
throughout the mesa. Portable toilets were also de-

ployed across the villages to mitigate the impact of 

the outage on residents. Additionally, the villages 

provided bottled water to ensure households had 

access to potable drinking water. 
Water distribution remains available at the "Bull 

Pen" location, and the community administrations 

have pledged to continue collaborating with FMCV 

to manage the situation. The Villages and FMCV are 
working diligently to address the outage, ensuring 

the problem is resolved as soon as possible. 

Residents are encouraged to conserve water 

wherever possible and remain patient as repairs 

progress. Further updates on the situation will be 
provided by the First Mesa Water Program as new 

information becomes available. 

Public Service Announcements from the First 

Mesa Public Information Officer haven been re-

leased. All notifications to relevant agencies have 
been made. 

For more information, residents are encouraged 

to contact the First Mesa Water Program directly. 

First Mesa Water Outage 

Affects Villages Atop the 

Mesa 

By:  Wilber Kaye  

Village Administrator  

First Mesa Consolidated Villages  

During the Soyalang Ceremony in December, 

2024, Leo Lacapa, Jr. accepted the Soyal Tiponi 

making him the Soyalang Mongwi - a position he 
held for several years prior.   

Esqueli, KwaKwai for your Leadership and re-

sponsibility.     

Change In Hopi Religious 

Sect Leadership 

https://www.facebook.com/NCSO.AZ?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWIEHlu0UHRhmXctt0i-t-Q4hiiWq8OmUw9wIsi05LgXBJnaHmXZO0tJcq5W7OsdoE7lPbStlBiJ5hAJRVaKBr6yMTwwWYcgn-2JvRFKsRqw_WwPglYlRoIY0-3fYcSI5zipYVz8zga8vJgWvNwTCpYWjTrp6DcEO8eEBbspeWR0nCteAtmKuswwY4Mcre2yDE&__tn__=-UC%2CP-
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Governor Katie Hobbs and Hopi Chairman  

Timothy Nuvangyaoma Announce Historic 

Lands into Trust Agreement Between State 

of Arizona, the United States, and Hopi Tribe 
Phoenix, AZ - Governor Katie 

Hobbs and Hopi Chairman Timothy 

Nuvangyaoma announced a historic 
Lands into Trust agreement between 

the State of Arizona, the United States, 

and the Hopi Tribe. 

ñAfter nearly three decades of the 

Hopi fighting for their rights, Iôm 
proud to enter into this historic agree-

ment,ò said Governor Katie Hobbs. 

ñEvery Arizonan should have an op-

portunity to thrive and a space to call 

home, and this agreement takes us one 
step closer to making those Arizona 

values a reality. While politicians of 

the past refused to hear the voices of 

tribal communities in our state, Iôm so 

glad to work side-by-side with them as 
we build a state that gives every family 

opportunity. I look forward to contin-

ued partnership with Chairman 

Nuvangyaoma and the 22 tribal gov-

ernments across our state.ò 
ñToday is not only another historic 

day, it is also a day of celebration for 

the Hopi Tribe. The 1996 Hopi-Navajo 

Land Settlement Act is being fulfilled. 
The Hopi Tribe signed the settlement 

with the United States 30 years 

ago,ò said Chairman Timothy L. 

Nuvangyaoma, of the Hopi Tribe. ñI 

am grateful to everyone that worked 
on making this a reality. I want to 

acknowledge the hard working staff at 

the Governorôs office, the Arizona 

State Land Department, the Depart-
ment of the Interior and the Depart-

ment of Justice. A special thank you to 

Governor Hobbs, and Commissioner 

Sahid for their leadership, collabora-

tion and dedication to this effort.ò 
Chairman Nuvangyaoma also stat-

ed, ñWithin Hopi, it is our time of the 

soyalôang ceremony- the start of the 

New Year and the revitalization of life. 

It is fitting that this historic moment 
coincides with such an important 

time.ò 

The agreement comes after Gover-

nor Hobbs became the first governor 

of Arizona to visit the Hopi reservation 
last September, where she met with 

Tribal government leadership and vis-

ited with community members. Since 

the 1996 passage of the Navajo-Hopi 

Land Dispute Settlement Act, the Hopi 
Tribe has purchased private land and 

attempted to take neighboring State 

Lands into Trust to be added to the 

Hopi Reservation. Now, with the his-
toric agreement, the United States can 

convey approximately 110,000 acres of 

Arizona state trust land in the vicinity 

of Winslow, AZ, south of Interstate 40 

to the Hopi Tribe. 
### 

News Release 

December 20, 2024  

Brannon Sidney, Accountant  

First Mesa Consolidated Villages  

firstmesaconsolidatedvillages.com 

The Mesa Water System and Utili-

ties has been a unique and trouble-

some situation since its early establish-

ment in the1990ôs. It was through ap-

proval of our past elders and leader-

ship to consent to the modern conven-

iences of Electricity, Running Water 

and Sewage to benefit our villagers and 

families in the future.   

We now recognize that through the 

years of these modern services comes  

the responsibility of maintenance and 

upkeep of the system and the needed 

improvements if we continue to rely on 

these conveniences within our villag-

es.   

By now we have seen the issues of 

Trash Dumping, Water Outages, Van-

dalism, Home Invasions, and the Dete-

riorating of Family Homes, Clan 

Homes, MongKiôs, Kivas, and other 

structures that need the attention from 

all respective village members and of-

fices to collaborate and offer the direc-

tion and expertise of improvements for 

our people, in order to continue to 

gather during ceremonial times and 

livable for the families that choose to 

reside in their village homes. With 

these suggested changes and mainte-
nance comes the questions of where 

we find the available funds for an his-

torical project of rehabilitating our 

Kitsoki (village) . 

The FMCV Water Program remains 

to have oversight and maintenance of 

the mesa water system that continues 

to be an ongoing problem in providing 

the services to village residents, which 

the system relies on the electrical pow-

er of its boosters, motors, and water 

pressure tanks for the disbursement of 

water to each village home.   

Between the time frame of (2020 ï 

2025) 6 Years, a total of 3 electrical 

outages and failure of equipment to 

the Mesa Water System have now been 

documented. A replacement of a 119 

Gallon Pressure Tank in June 2021 in 

the amount of $1,404.08, a replace-

ment of the water pump, pressure tank 

and motors in September 2023, in the 

amount of $5,204.74 and Now to in-

clude the most recent electrical outage 

of a 230V motor in December 2024 in 

the amount of $2,731.25.   

To restore power to the electrical 

panels, it takes a certified electrician to 

assist with high voltages once equip-

ment and parts are implemented. This 

professional work is another added 

cost from the FMCV Water Program 

and can be a lengthy process due to the 

uncertainty of how compatible the 

equipment and parts will respond to-

gether.   

Let us remember that the entire wa-

ter infrastructure is outdated and 

needs the attention of replacement of 

all waterlines within our community 

and villages.   

Upon review of the period of these 

electrical outages, it appears to occur 

in a pattern as seasonal, this may be 

due to the high demand of water dur-

ing ceremonial gatherings where it be-

comes an overload of power to distrib-

ute that causes an electrical surge/

brownout and to make aware of the 

heavy monsoon seasons in the past 

that contribute to the outages.   

I believe that this will need to hap-

pen before any future development 

begins, because I still envision that our 

community of Polacca can grow and 

improve for the future of our people 

and generations to come. We need 

stronger advocation from the village 

level, along with the Tribal council rep-

resentatives from our village to lobby 
for the people with the needs and 

wants of our First Mesa People.  

We are the largest community on 

the Hopi Reservation, and our voting 

matters as the major decision makers 

during elections and population count 

of funding that is allocated for our 

Tribal/Village Governments to contin-

ue functioning for the people.  

This transition and implementation 

of the Hopi Utilities Corporationôs 

(HUC) water, was based on the popu-

lation count of First Mesa to receive 

the newly treated water due to the in-

compliance of high arsenic levels, in 

violation from the EPA.   

As we enter the new year, there is 

much work to be done and the consid-

eration of these matters from the 

FMCV Administration and Water Pro-

gram.  

This is only one of the many con-

cerns regarding the future of our be-

loved First Mesa Village (The Mesa). 

Let us find a way to start working to-

gether and seek the right advice if we 

wish to continue our ceremonies and 

gatherings with our brothers and sis-

ters, family and friends.   

The First Mesa Water System and Utili-

ties has been a Unique Situation Since 

its Early Establishment in the 1990õs  
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First Mesa Water Customers 
 

YOU ARE ENCOURAGED TO MAKE RE-

PAIRS TO ANY LEAKING WATER CONNEC-

TIONS TO YOUR HOMES/PLACES OF RESI-

DENCE, ETC.  THE NEXT PHASE OF THE 

NEW WATER SYSTEM WILL BE THE IMPLE-

MENTATION OF THE  WATER METERS.  

ONCE WATER METERS ARE ACTIVATED, 

YOU WILL BE BILLED FOR ALL WATER 

FLOWING THROUGH YOUR METERS.   

FOR INFORMATION, CALL 928-737-2670. 

FMCV Disconnect & Delinquency 

Listing as of January 2 

Disconnected: 

1.  Marlene Fritz  $55 

2.  Mereletha Menzies  $1670 
3.  Dusty Navasie  $375 

4.  Danielle Pashano  $505 

5.  Reva Polacca  $1145 

6.  Colleen Poleahla  $1230 

7.  Emma Serna  $1360 
8.  DarrenVicente  $135 

9.  Delwyn Harvey  $35 

10. Sherwin Leslie  $70 
 

Pending Disconnection: 

1. Debbie Hood  $145 

2. Roanna Kagenvama $1545 

3. Tyra Leslie   $694 

4. Bertrum Nahsonhoya $120 

MONTH DUE 
$10.00 Late Fee 
Assessed After 

JANUARY 
  

Monday, February 10, 2025 

FEBRUARY 
  

Monday, March 10, 2025 

MARCH 
  

Thursday, April 10, 2025 

APRIL 
  

Monday, May 12, 2025 

MAY 
  

Tuesday, June 10, 2025 

JUNE 
  

Thursday, July 10, 2025 

JULY 
  

     Monday, August 11, 2025 

AUGUST 
  

Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2025 

SEPTEMBER 
  

Friday, October 10, 2025 

OCTOBER 
  

Monday, November 10, 2025 

NOVEMBER 
  

Wednesday, Dec. 10, 2025 

DECEMBER 
  

Monday, January 12, 2026 

First Mesa Consolidated  

Villages Water Payment Due 

Date Schedule FY 2025 

Freezing Tempera-

tures:    Cold tempera-

tures can cause water 

pipes to freeze.  Freez-

ing in a pipe creates a 

lot of pressure inside 

the pipe and can cause 

the pipe to burst and 

likely lead to serious 

flooding; especially 

when there's no one 

around to turn 

the water off.    

Allow Faucet to 

Drip:  If you are afraid a 

pipe will freeze, you can 

open the faucet just 

enough so the faucet 

drips slightly. Allowing 

the faucet to be open like 

this relieves pressure in 

the system. If a pipe 

freezes, it is actually the 

pressure that is created 

between the blockage 

and the faucet that will 

cause the pipe to burst.  

Apply Heating 

Tape:  Heating tape 

works like an electric 

blanket for pipes, sup-

plying heat directly to 

the pipe to keep it warm.  

This can be a good solu-

tion for short sections of 

pipe that are at high risk 

for freezing and are easi-

ly accessible so you can 

install the tape and can 

monitor it for problems. 

Add Extra Insula-

tion:  Pipes that are 

located in areas that do 

not have proper insula-

tion, may need extra 

insulation to keep from 

freezing  Pipes can be 

fitted with foam rubber 

or fiberglass sleeves to 

help decrease the chanc-

es of freezing. Insula-

tion can help keep a 

pipe closer to the tem-

perature of the water 

inside the pipe, but it 

does not add heat to the 

pipe and will not pre-

vent freezing if the pipe 

is exposed to prolonged 

freezing temperatures. 

Tips to Keep Pipes from Freezing  

By:  Sharon Grover  

FMCV Water Clerk  

Contact:  Josh Sidney  

Phone: (928) 988 -6857 

Email:  Jsidney@conservationlegacy.org  

Indian Nations and Tribes Legislative Day 2025  

The 30th Annual Indian Nations & Tribes Legislative Day is scheduled 

for Wednesday, January 15, 202 5 at the Arizona State Capitol,  

Phoenix,  AZ   

First Mesa Consolidated Villages  

P.O. Box 260 

Polacca,  AZ  86042 

firstmesaconsolidatedvillages.com  

928-737-2670 

https://www.thebalancesmb.com/what-is-insulation-types-of-insulation-845080
https://www.thebalancesmb.com/what-is-insulation-types-of-insulation-845080
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ŀǚŀ-ƫƫƫ-ǀǀŰƁƳǚǚǀŰ 
 

ÅĬƠǏŖŭŊ ƵœĬ YŷǅƠ 9ŷƠŭĬƠƥ  ¿Ĭŕ

ŊŖŷŭ ÅŖŭĖĬ ƁŰĲĲƑ  ¿ĬƥŖĢĬŭƵŖúšğ 

9ŷŨŨĬƠĖŖúš  ă 9ŷŭƥƵƠǅĖƵŖŷŭ 

»ƠŷƌúŭĬ [úƥ ÅĬƠǏŖĖĬƥƑ   

¤ĿĿŖĖĬ ]ŷǅƠƥĞ   

 

yŷŭĢúǒ-ÍœǅƠƥĢúǒ Ĳú-ŀƌ 

ƠĬƥŖĢĬŭƵŖúšĊŭúƵŖŷŭƥŊúƥƑĖŷŨ 

ĖŷŨŨĬƠĖŖúšĊŭúƵŖŷŭúŊúƥƑĖŷŨ 

 

HOPI ENERGY & ROOFING PROJECT 

 
 
{F¿A ŗƨ ú ¿ĭůĭǔúČŢĭ ¿ĭƨŗģĭůƸŗúŢ ă 9ŹŪŪĭƣĖŗúŢ 

9ŹůƸƣúĖƸŹƣ ŢŹĖúƸĭģ ŗů [ŗŢČĭƣƸğ !ƣŗǚŹůúƓ  èĭ úƣĭ ƎƣŹǈģ 
ƸŹ ƎúƣƸůĭƣ ǔŗƸŔ ƸŔĭ ]ŹƎŗ {úƸŗŹů ƸŹ Čƣŗůŋ ƨǈƨƸúŗůúČŢĭ 
ĭůĭƣŋǖ úůģ ƣŹŹŀŗůŋ ǈƎŋƣúģĭƨ ƸŹ ĭúĖŔ Źŀ ŗƸƨ ĖŹŪŪǈůŗŖ
ƸŗĭƨƓ   
]¤yF¤è{F¿Å ČĭůĭŀŗƸ ŀƣŹŪ ƨĖúŢúČŢĭ ƎǈƣĖŔúƨĭ ŹƎŖ

ƸŗŹůƨ úůģ ú ƨŗŪƎŢĭ Źƣģĭƣ ƎƣŹĖĭƨƨ ůŹƸ Źŀŀĭƣĭģ Čǖ ƸƣúģŗŖ
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United States and Arizona File to Effect Transfer of 

Land to Be Held in Trust for the Hopi Tribe  

The Justice Department, the 

Department of the Interior (DOI), 

the State of Arizona and the Hopi 

Tribe today announced the filing 

of a ñfriendly condemnationò to 

effect the historic transfer of more 

than 20,000 acres of land from 

Arizona to the United States to be 

held in trust for the Hopi 

Tribe. Upon the deposit by the 

Hopi Tribe of $3.9 million, which 

serves as an estimate of just com-

pensation for the benefit of the 

State of Arizona, into the Registry 

of the U.S. District Court for the 

District of Arizona, these lands 

will be owned by the United 

States and then immediately 

placed into trust for the Hopi 

Tribe. The lands being transferred 

are interspersed with Hopi-owned 

lands and have long been leased 

to the Hopi Tribe for ranching 

purposes. 

This is the first of an anticipat-

ed series of condemnation actions 

to ultimately transfer approxi-

mately 110,000 acres from Arizo-

na to the United States in trust for 

the Hopi Tribe. As with subse-

quent actions, todayôs condemna-

tion is filed with the concurrence 

of Arizona and authorized by the 

Navajo-Hopi Land Dispute Settle-

ment Act of 1996, which ratified a 

1995 resolution to a long-running 

land dispute in northeastern Ari-

zona between the Hopi Tribe, the 

Navajo Tribe and the United 

States. When the title is trans-

ferred to the United States, DOI 

will take the lands into trust for 

the Hopi Tribe. 

ñTodayôs filing starts the pro-

cess of eliminating the inter-

spersed ownership that character-

izes much of the lands the Hopi 

Tribe uses for ranching in north-

east Arizona, as was envisioned 

by the Settlement Act of 1996,ò 

said Assistant Attorney General 

Todd Kim of the Justice Depart-

mentôs Environment and Natural 

Resources Division (ENRD). 

ñArizona will receive just compen-

sation for the land, and the Hopi 

Tribe will no longer have to deal 

with checkerboarded ownership, 

which will help improve its use 

for ranching and other agriculture 

activities.ò 

ñTodayôs filing could initiate 

historic transfer of more than 

20,000 acres back into Hopi Tribe 

ownership, a first step in the pro-

cess to transfer an overall 110,000 

acres into trust for the Tribes,ò 

said Solicitor Bob Anderson of the 

Department of the Interior. ñAll 

parties stand to benefit, as the 

State of Arizona will receive just 

compensation and the Hopi Tribe 

will take on cohesive ownership 

across lands that hold sacred and 

economic significance and will 

support ranching and agricultural 

activities of their communities.ò 

ñAfter nearly three decades of 

the Hopi fighting for their rights, 

Iôm proud to enter into this his-

toric agreement,ò said Arizona 

Governor Katie Hobbs. ñEvery 

Arizonan should have an oppor-

tunity to thrive and a space to call 

home, and this agreement takes 

us one step closer to making those 

Arizona values a reality. While 

politicians of the past refused to 

hear the voices of tribal commu-

nities in our state, Iôm so glad to 

work side-by-side with them as 

we build a state that gives every 

family opportunity. I look forward 

to continued partnership with 

Chairman Nuvangyaoma and the 

22 tribal governments across our 

state.ò 

ñToday is not only a historic 

day, it is also a day of celebration 

for the Hopi Tribe. The 1996 Hopi

-Navajo Land Settlement Act is 

being fulfilled; the Hopi Tribe 

signed the settlement with the 

United States 30 years ago,ò said 

Chairman Timothy L. Nuvang-

yaoma of the Hopi Tribe. ñI am 

grateful to everyone who worked 

on making this a reality; I want to 

acknowledge the hard-working 

staff at the Governorôs office, the 

Arizona State Land Commission, 

the Department of the Interior 

and the Department of Justice. A 

special thank you to Governor 

Hobbs, Secretary Haaland and 

Commissioner Sahid for their 

leadership, collaboration and 

dedication to this effort. Within 

Hopi, it is our time of the Soy-

alôang ceremony ð the start of the 

New Year and the revitalization of 

life. It is fitting that this historic 

moment coincides with such an 

important time.ò 

The acquisition includes all 

appurtenant water and mineral 

rights owned by Arizona. Howev-

er, it is subject to, and will not 

affect, existing easements and 

rights of way for public highways 

and utilities and similar encum-

brances. 

Attorneys from ENRDôs Land 

Acquisition Section are handling 

the matter. 

For Immediate Release  

Office of Public Affairs  

Dec. 20, 2024  

WASHINGTON ð Funeral services honoring for-

mer President Jimmy Carter, who died Sunday, Dec. 

29 2024, at age 100, will be held in Georgia and 
Washington, D.C., beginning Saturday, Jan. 4, and 

concluding Thursday, Jan. 9.  Here's a list of events, 

as provided by the Joint Task Force-National Capi-

tal Region. All times are Eastern Standard. 

SATURDAY, JAN. 4:  The state funeral begins 
with the arrival of the Carter family at Phoebe Sum-

ter Medical Center in Americus, Georgia, at 10:15 

a.m. Current and former Secret Service agents will 

carry Carterôs remains to the hearse and walk along-

side the hearse as the motorcade departs from the 
medical center. 

The motorcade then travels through Carterôs 

hometown of Plains, Georgia, for a brief pause in 

front of his familyôs farm at 10:50 a.m. During the 

pause, the National Park Service will ring the histor-
ic farm bell 39 times. 

The motorcade to Atlanta resumes at 10:55 a.m. 

It will stop at Georgiaôs State Capitol for a moment 

of silence at 3 p.m. Carterôs remains will then be 

transported to the Carter Presidential Center for an 
arrival ceremony at 3:45 p.m. and service at 4 p.m. 

Following the service, he will lie in repose for 

mourners to pay their respects beginning at 7 p.m. 

SUNDAY, JAN. 5-MONDAY, JAN. 6:  Carter con-
tinues to lie in repose. 

TUESDAY, JAN. 7:  Carter departs the Carter Pres-

idential Center at 9:30 a.m. The late president and his 

family then travel to Dobbins Air Reserve Base, Geor-

gia, at 10 a.m., where they will board Special Air Mis-
sion 39 to travel to Washington at 10:40 a.m. 

Special Air Mission 39 arrives at Joint Base An-

drews, Maryland, at 12:45 p.m., where Carterôs re-

mains will be transferred with ceremony to the 

hearse. Carter and his family will then travel by mo-
torcade at 1:15 p.m. to the U.S. Navy Memorial, 

where his remains will be transferred from the 

hearse to a horse-drawn caisson for a funeral pro-

cession to the U.S. Capitol at 2 p.m. 

Upon arrival at the U.S. Capitol, Carter will be 
carried by military body bearers into the Rotunda, 

where members of Congress will pay their respects 

during a service at 3 p.m. 

Carter will then lie in state while the military 

maintains a guard of honor. The public is invited to 
pay their respects from 7 p.m. to midnight. 

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 8: Carter continues to lie in 

state. 

THURSDAY, JAN. 9:  Carter departs the U.S. 

Capitol at 9 a.m. The motorcade then travels to 
Washington National Cathedral for a brief arrival 

ceremony at 9:30 a.m., followed by the National Fu-

neral Service at 10 a.m. 

Upon conclusion of the service, Carter and his 

family will travel by motorcade at 11:15 a.m. to Joint 
Base Andrews, where they board Special Air Mission 

39 at 11:45 a.m. 

Special Air Mission 39 arrives at Lawson Army 

Airfield on Fort Moore, Georgia, at 2 p.m., where 

Carterôs remains will be transferred with ceremony 
to the hearse. Carter and his family then travel by 

motorcade to Maranatha Baptist Church in Plains, 

Georgia, arriving at 3:30 p.m., followed by a private 

funeral service at 3:45 p.m. 

After the funeral service, the late president and 
his family travel by motorcade at 4:45 p.m. to the 

Carter residence for a private interment at 5:20 p.m. 

The public is invited to line the motorcade route 

through Plains to Carterôs final resting place. Prior 

to interment, the U.S. Navy will conduct a missing 
man formation flyover in honor of Carterôs naval 

service and time as commander-in-chief shortly af-

ter the motorcadeôs arrival at the residence 

Funeral Services for Former 

US President Jimmy Carter  

Military News Release  

Military.com  

https://apnews.com/article/jimmy-carter-dies-18c198c20352c835bca3eec276020dd7
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2024-2025 Hopi High School Basketball Schedule  

2024-2025 Hopi High School Wrestling Schedule  

Generator Project - The Village of Walpi applied 

for funding to support our homesite goods applica-

tion, and for phase two, we were awarded to press 
forward with purchasing generators for our Walpi 

homeowners. We will do distributions in four rounds 

and will contact those on our list as we go along. For 

those that requested the larger unit we will have a 

class for those interested in maintenance and gen-
eral operations. The generators that we chose to go 

with are, the Cummins 9500- Watt generator with 

extension cords and power outlet.  

Vehicles Project - The Village has the capabilities 

to perform agricultural work. We have a new tractor 
with plow, disk harrow, cultivator, and box scraper. 

In this project the Village was able to apply for two 

new ATVs to aid with transports, rounding and emer-

gencies. We will be growing as an organization in the 

next year and will need these items for increased aid 
to our Villagers.  

Labor Crew - In 2024, Walpi applied for the Local 

area and Tribal consistency fund which applied to gov-

ernmental services. As such, we were granted funding 

for a labor crew for the 2024-2025 year. This also al-
lowed us to apply for additional funds to support this 

crew for an additional two years. We see this as a 

chance to upgrade and repair facilities and homes in 

our ancestral village, aid with wood bank processing, 

sanitation, and small projects for Walpi members. 
With our diversified tribal work force we will support 

the long-term goals of the Village and its members.  

Security Crew - As of the beginning of the pandem-

ic, our security force has been paid for by the Hopi 

Tribal Housing Authority utilizing their funds from the 
Cares Act funding. This has allowed the Village to be 

protected, and our communities kept safe. Their re-

sponsibilities are to aid the community, report and re-

spond to immediate emergencies as well as direct traf-

fic during busy times. The Village has applied and ac-
cepted a two-year funding for 2025 ï 2026 for six secu-

rity personnel that will have a 24-hour watch. Our pro-

ject will pay for training, uniforms, equipment and per-

sonal protective wear, along with funding to support 

the whole of the project.  
VOW Sanitation  - Our Village has been in partner-

ship with Tutskwat Oqawtoynani with cleaning the 

mesa sides of trash built up from generations. Our 

goal is to ñclean the mesa from the top to bottomò and 

have made significant impact to our world around us. 
This project utilizing Fiscal Recovery Funds is to 

bring 40-yard dumpsters to aid in trash disposal that 

has accumulated around Walpi member homes as 

well as clean up for our mesa. We will be doing six 

rounds of trash clean ups. The items that can be dis-
carded are harborage in the form of household trash, 

couches, bed springs, bedding, dressers, wood, roof-

ing, construction materials, and metals. We will not 

be able to accept tires, electronics of any kind, batter-

ies, paints, liquids, or flammable substances. This 
project will also provide new portable bathrooms with 

2 wheelchair accessible units.  

FRF (Fiscal Recovery Fund) and LATCF (Local Area Tribal Contingency Fund) Projects  

2025 Hopi Jr. High School Basketball Schedule  

I would like to extend my warmest Holiday 

greetings to you and your families. I hope 

your Christmas was joyous and you were able 
to spend some quality time with those you 

love. The holidays can be a joyous time but 

for some it may be a somber time as they are 

missing family or weren't able to spend time 

with family.  
Let's take a second to send some warmth and 

comfort to those who may need it and be thankful for all that we may have in 

our own lives.  Here at the Village of Walpi we are closing out 2024 with many 

accomplishments to report of and we have much planning to look forward to in 

2025. I am sending the 4th Quarter Newsletter from the Village of Walpi to 
close out 2024. Take a look at our recent updates and if you have any questions, 

please don't hesitate to reach out.    Have a safe and prosperous New Year!  

Lori Nuvayestewa,  Walpi Senior/Youth Program Coordinator 

firstmesaconsolidatedvillages.com 

PO Box 260   |    Polacca,  AZ  86042 

928-737-2670 
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First Mesa Water Program  

928-737-2670 

The Polacca Community  

Building is Available for Rental Use  

Call Brannon Sidney at  

928-737-2670 for information. 

Thriving Communities Grant 

Program Overview  

Are you wanting to learn more about the E.P.A. 

Thriving Communities Grant? Do you have questions 

that need answers? Join us for our òThriving Commu-

nities Grant Program Overview Webinaró on January 

8, 2025 from 1-2:00 pm CST. 

 During this webinar we will provide an overview 

of the E.P.A. Thriving Communities Grant, who is eli-

gible, and how Indigenous community-based non-

profits, tribal governments, and other eligible entities 

can apply today!  

NDN Collective is an outreach partner for this huge 

and historical grant opportunity to under-served front-

line communities to address environmental justice and 

public health issues. The grant will support community-

based nonprofits, tribal governments, and other eligi-

ble entities through assessment, planning, and project 

development activities. 

 Indigenous Peoples and communities are faced 

with growing concerns as climate change directly im-

pacts our homelands, in addition to severe cuts and 

roll-backs to environmental protections.  

This is an opportunity that our people, communi-

ties, ancestors, and Mother Earth have and are call-

ing for, and we must protect Mother Earth and Pro-

tect the People!    RSVP today! ndnco.cc/tcgwebinar  

PHOENIX - Arizona is still 

cleaning up the aftermath of a 

massive Medicaid scandal that 
defrauded the state for almost $3 

billion dollars.  

We recently told you about a 

class action lawsuit filed against 

the state and the complaint re-
veals tragic stories of Native 

Americans who wanted to 

get sober but got caught up in a 

scheme targeting their addiction.  

What We Know -  The com-
plaint shifts the root of the blame 

to state leaders who allegedly 

knew about a scam preying on Na-

tive Americans back in 2019 and 

didnôt do enough to stop it.  
Lawyers say some of the plain-

tiffôs loved ones died trying to es-

cape fraudulent facilities.  

"The state knew about the na-

tives being exploited and natives 
were getting injured, natives were 

dying and yet they still funded 

these folks," said John Brewer, 

partner at Brewerwood Law Firm.  
John Brewer and Dane Wood 

are two of the lawyers leading a 

class action complaint against Ari-

zonaôs Medicaid agency 

"AHCCCS" and the Arizona De-
partment of Health Services.  

They represent family mem-

bers of Mackenzie Joseph.  

The lawsuit says she wanted to 

get sober and was trying to leave 
an allegedly fraudulent sober liv-

ing home for good when she was 

hit by a car near 91st Avenue and 

Camelback in January 2023.  

She was consistently intoxicat-
ed, enrolled in several intensive 

outpatient programs, and housed 

in different sober living homes 

until her death, lawyers say.  

A family member of Randy Ben 
is also part of the class action 

complaint.  

The lawsuit says Ben stayed at a 

behavioral health residential facili-

ty in Phoenix, called BSS Care, LLC. 
He was found dead at the home 

back in March.  

Dig Deeper  -  Records from 

the Department of Health show 

BSS Care was previously cited and 
fined for violations, including the 

failure to ensure four behavioral 

health technicians had the skills to 

provide services and failing to en-
sure a registered nurse was pre-

sent at the facility or on-call.  

One story that did not end with 

death sticks out to the lawyers.  

Their client, Randy Honyump-
tewa, was detoxing from an alco-

hol binge, staying in a gated com-

munity known to have dozens of 

sober living homes at the time and 

was not feeling well.  
"The house manager says óI 

have a pill for you. This will help 

take care of you.ô Turns out it was 

fentanyl," said Wood.  

Honyumptewa went into cardi-
ac arrest and sustained a traumat-

ic brain injury.  

"Sheôs on a feeding tube. Sheôs 

totally incapacitated. She canôt 

speak or communicate, eat or do 
anything," Wood added.  

The lawsuit accuses the state of 

gross negligence, saying it let the 

sober living scheme run rampant, 

allowing thousands of Native 
Americans to be victimized.  

Both AHCCCS and ADHS are 

not commenting on pending liti-

gation but their entire state-

ment can be read here. 
The Brief 

¶A class-action lawsuit has been 
filed against the State of Arizona. 

¶Lawyers say the state knew about 

natives being exploited, getting 

injured and dying because of poor 

care at sober living facilities. 

¶One element of the complaint 

alleges an alcoholic was handed a 

fentanyl pill by a staff member 
and is now incapacitated. 

Sober living scandal: Native American woman incapacitated 

after being given fentanyl by staff, lawsuit says 

REPRINT  

By Justin Lum , Fox 10 Investigative Reporter  

Updated  December 18, 2024  

First Mesa Consolidated Villages     

P.O. Box 260      Polacca, AZ  86042 
 

The Village Crier is published on the 2nd 

Tuesday of the month.  To subscribe or sub-

mit news articles for publication, call  928-

737-2670 or email Lnahsonhoya@gmail.com 
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ÅĭƣǓŗůŋ ƸŔĭ YŹǈƣ 9Źƣůĭƣƨ ¿ĭŋŗŹů ÅŗůĖĭ 

ƃŲĳĳƓ  ¿ĭƨŗģĭůƸŗúŢğ 9ŹŪŪĭƣĖŗúŢ  ă  

9ŹůƨƸƣǈĖƸŗŹů »ƣŹƎúůĭ [úƨ ÅĭƣǓŗĖĭƨƓ   

¤ŀŀŗĖĭ ]ŹǈƣƨĞ   

yŹůģúǖ-ÍŔǈƣƨģúǖ ĳú-ŁƎ 

ƣĭƨŗģĭůƸŗúŢĊůúƸŗŹůƨŋúƨƓĖŹŪ 

ĖŹŪŪĭƣĖŗúŢĊůúƸŗŹůúŋúƨƓĖŹŪ 

http://ndnco.cc/tcgwebinar?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0gOyTuVFgInqMUivnVuyBB8y5mfrMtmkB5NIG7uzSCvbLymzRFSx0Fm8o_aem_BW8OiNYzVnRWBMvjSk2SgA
https://www.fox10phoenix.com/tag/series/investigations/sober-living
https://www.fox10phoenix.com/local-news
https://www.fox10phoenix.com/news/sober-living-crisis-class-action-lawsuit-launched-against-state-arizona
https://fox10phoenix.com/person/l/justin-lum
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First Mesa Consolidated Villages Christmas Luncheon 

The First Mesa Consolidated Villages (FMCV) Office Staff and fami-

lies, the CSA from Walpi Village, and Board members from Tewa, Walpi  

and Sichomovi Villages celebrated the Christmas/New Year holiday with 

a delicious meal on Friday, Dec.  27, at the Polacca LDS church.  At-

tendees enjoyed the holiday meal of roast beef, ham and turkey and sides 

served and also enjoyed the gifts received during the ñdrawingsò  held 

during the occasion.   

A special thank you to the donors for the Christmas/New Year  

Luncheon.  

FMCV wishes everyone good health and a Happy New Year!!    

A  delicious, festive 

cake, was made by 

Larson Goldtooth and  

served after the meal.   

Fans Celebrate the Hopi Lady Bruins  

Championship win over the Lady Pirates 

Newspaper Subscription 

To subscribe by US mail:  Fill out 

the subscription form and mail Money 

Order payment to address on form.  

No personal checks accepted.  

 To subscribe via credit  card:   

Call 928-737-2670 and make payment. 

6 month subscription/6 issues:    $15 

12 month subscription/12 issues:  $30 

   FIRST MESA CONSOLIDATED VILLAGES 

Village Crier Subscription Form 
     PO Box 260  

      Polacca, AZ  86042 
       928-737-2670 

           NAME:               

    ADDRESS:               

               

  TELEPHONE:      EMAIL:       

        
(The Village Crier is published once a month)  

6months/6 issues =  $15          12 months/12issues =   $30 

PAYMENT METHODS:    Money Order or Debit/Credit Card  

The Village Crier  
The Village Crier Appreciates Your 

Feedback,  and Suggestions.  We 

welcome your Announcements,  Arti-

cles, and Letters to  the Editor.   The 

Village Crier is published on the 2nd 

Tuesday of each month.    Submit 

news articles to: Lnahsonhoya 

@gmail.com for publication or call 

928-737-2670 for information.   

We are deeply grate-

ful to the community of 

First Mesa and to those 
who have chosen FMES 

to educate their chil-

dren. Your continued 

support is integral to 

our success. 
GO MIGHTY INDIANS! 
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FMES Bball Team 

Minimum Wage Increases to 

$14.70  Per  Hour  in  Arizona 
 
Some of Arizona's lowest-paid workers are getting a 

raise as the minimum wage increases on New Year's 

Day.    Starting Jan. 1, 2025, the minimum wage ris-

es by 35 cents, bringing the state minimum wage to 

$14.70 per hour. This new wage equals $30,576 an-
nually and places Arizona among the states with the 

highest minimum wage in the nation. 
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Hopi Junior High Basketball Teams Lose to Little 

Singer School in their First Scrimmage Game  
 

The Hopi Jr. High School Girls and Boys Basketball Team splayed a scrim-

mage game against the Little Singer School at home on Thursday night.   This was 

the first game for the Jr High Bruins, with both teams losing to Little Singer.   

The girls played an exciting game but came up 1 point short with a score of  

29 to Little Singer 30.  Hopi boys also lost their game.    GO BRUINS! 


